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Lewiston Town Board hears about proposed MSM helipad
Town OKs new pay structure for part-time court constables
BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief
Lewiston Town Board members
heard details of a new helipad under consideration at the Mount
St. Mary’s Hospital campus on
Military Road, at a public hearing
before Monday’s regular meeting.
Janet Hawker, assistant director of planning design for Catholic
Heath Systems, which oversees
operations at the hospital, briefed
Supervisor Steve Broderick and
board members on the planned
purpose. She said the helipad was
intended to assist the hospital
with the transport of cardiac patients to Buffalo-area medical facilities, primarily Mercy Hospital
in South Buffalo.
Citing a number of issues,
including weather and trafﬁc,
Hawker said, “It’s meant to service our patients much better.
We anticipate at most one to two
ﬂights per week, and we’re probably going to see four to six ﬂights
per month, at most.”
Attorney for the Town Thomas
Seaman advised board members

that various applications still need
to be ﬁled on the part of Mount St.
Mary’s/Catholic Health before
any work can begin.
“This is for the concept plan approval (from the public hearing
held earlier). But no work would
be done on that project until that
applicant ﬁles their detailed plan
applications. That goes through
the Planning Board and then back
here (before the Town Board).
We would have another public
hearing for the detailed plan approval,” Seaman said. “This is just
for the concept plan. It’s not a ﬁnalized decision yet.”
Soon after, board members
went on to approve the concept
plan.
Moving on to other news from
the session:
•Town Board members convened to executive session to
discuss a personnel matter and returned with a proposal for a new
pay structure for the town’s parttime court constables.
“We have a resolution prepared
by our attorney establishing a pay

OBITUARIES
Once a month they
also delivered a
special edition of
The Sentinel to
businesses on Pine
Avenue, which included “The Niagara Section” of the
paper.
Jeff and John
were diligent in
keeping the circulation department
informed of any
changes to their routes, allowing
for a more efﬁcient delivery, as
well as keeping our businesses
and potential advertisers happy.
He was an asset to this company, and we at NFP want to show
our appreciation for his work
ethic and dedication.

In Memoriam
Valerie Jean Caprio

Remembering and missing our daughter
Valerie so much on our 5th year without her.
4/16/1974–9/30/2020
Love and prayers from
Mom and Dad, Cheryl,
Jimmy and Linda and families

COURTESY OF
WHEATFIELD COMMONS
Esther Loucks, a North
Tonawanda native, recently celebrated her 100th birthday with
friends and family at Wheatﬁeld
Commons, a DePaul Senior Living Community in North Tonawanda. Loucks has deep roots in the
area and has enjoyed 100 years of
giving back to her church, traveling the world and staying active!
Born in North Tonawanda, Esther and her ﬁve siblings grew up
at a home on Wheatﬁeld Street
playing many sidewalk games
and kickball and football in the
open ﬁeld next to their home, riding bicycles and listening to the
radio in the evenings. When she
was 16, Esther’s family moved
to a large home on Ward Road
where her father began farming
and raising chickens in addition
to working for the Steam Company. Esther and her family have
always been very active in St.
Matthew Lutheran Church and it
is still an important part of her life
today.
After graduating from North
Tonawanda High School, Esther
went on to work for the Rudolph
Wurlitzer Co. for 14 years. Esther
married Harvey Loucks in February 1955 at St. Matthew Lutheran
Church. The couple purchased a
home on Forbes Street in 1956,
where Esther lived all of her married
life and much of her widowed life.
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date for the project to go out to
bid,” he said.
Instead, he suggested the board
prepare the bid to be released following its planned discussion with
the energy auditor. Soon after, the
board approved Geiben’s amended motion on the bid.
Also approved that evening was
the hiring of John Parone as a new
Senior Center van driver at a rate
of $12 per hour (or $500 annually).
•Town Engineer Robert Lannon said two minor changes involving right of ways at the Essex Patio Homes development
on Bronson and Upper Mountain
roads have been addressed and
the project is moving along. He
said he received a letter from Savorino Development attorneys
relating to the matter, requesting
approval, and said all pertinent
matters have been handled.
“It’s a very minor change with
the PUD – a one-foot change in a
right of way,” Lannon said, as he
sought board approval on the matter, which was granted soon after.
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Harvey and Esther had two
daughters, Jan Margaret and
Amy Ruth, and Esther remained
a homemaker until the girls were
in high school. When the girls
were older, Esther went back to
night school where she received
her certiﬁcation as an electronics technician. She was the only
woman in her class. She later
worked at Moog Music in East
Aurora for nine years until her
retirement.
When St. Matthew’s moved to
the Eggert Road location, Esther
was deeply involved in the kitchen
design of the new church. Known
throughout her life for being an
excellent cook and baker, Esther
worked in the kitchen preparing
and serving food at nearly every
banquet that was held at both the
old and new churches.
Esther’s love of sports is legendary. She was a member of

the Ladies Guild and bowled on
the “Morning Glories” bowling
league at Parkside Lanes and
went on to become a championship bowler, traveling to tournaments with her team, as well as
an avid golfer later in life. She’s
never missed a Super Bowl, as
football is her favorite sport to
watch!
Harvey and Esther loved to
camp, ﬁrst with their daughters
in a Nimrod pop-up camper and
later graduating to RVs. The family camped almost every weekend,
and upon retirement, they traveled in a Winnebago RV, towing
a small car, traveling across the
country visiting many national
parks and making lifelong friends
as members of several RV clubs
along the way. They also traveled
with tour groups to places like
Alaska, Nova Scotia, Switzerland
and Norway.
Harvey passed away in 2011.
Esther joined the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League in
her early 90s and learned how to
quilt. She is a master at knitting
and crafted countless items each
year for her family and the church
bazaar, for which she co-chaired
the knitting booth for years. In
2018, Esther sold her home on
Forbes Street to her grandson
and moved to Wheatﬁeld Commons.
For more information about
Wheatﬁeld Commons, contact
Administrator Kathy HylandDion at 475-7600, at khyland@
depaul.org or visit on Facebook.
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use the funds for new doors and
windows.
“We’d like to reallocate that
money to replace new doors and
windows at the Senior Center,”
Olick said.
Following a motion offered by
Councilman Bill Geiben for Olick
to seek bids, Broderick said the
town building inspector’s ofﬁce
will work with Olick to ensure the
bidding process and all procedural tasks are addressed to enable a
speedy installation process.
Geiben said the Senior Center
project would likely qualify as an
energy savings project for the
town and informed that energy
auditor Jason Kane was scheduled to visit with town ofﬁcials
next week. He suggested including the Senior Center project in
their discussions.
“He may have something for us
(on this),” Geiben said.
Attorney Seaman suggested the
board take a motion for the project to go out to bid following its
discussions with Kane.
“You don’t need to set a speciﬁc

Packing life into her years: Esther Loucks turns 100

Jeffrey Conley
Jeff Conley worked
for Niagara Frontier
Publications as an
independent carrier
since 2011. His son,
John, started delivering with him in 2015.
They made a great
team and never had
complaints
about
their delivery. The
papers were always,
clean, dry and delivered on time.
Jeff and John delivered the
Niagara-Wheatﬁeld Tribune to
businesses in Tonawanda and
North Tonawanda. He also delivered the Lewiston-Porter Sentinel to northern Niagara County
stores in towns such as Wilson,
Olcott, Newfane and Lockport.

structure for our part-time court
ofﬁcers,” Broderick said.
He noted the town’s part-time
court constables would be compensated “for a minimum of three
hours for the actual time worked,
whichever is greater for any day
that they report to work.”
The resolution provides that the
hourly compensation for the parttime position would be as follows:
date of hire, $17.28; ﬁrst anniversary, $19.39; second anniversary,
$20.11; and the third anniversary
and thereafter, $21.46 per hour.
The measure went on to be approved by the board with little
comment.
•Lewiston Senior Center Director Melinda Olick advised the
board she was now looking into
bids for new entrance doors and
windows at the 1960s-era building on Lower River Road. Olick
explained the center did not use
its designated funds for a planned
paving project due to the ongoing
town waterline project and the use
of the lot for related piping and
equipment. Instead, she wished to

Lutheran Church of the Messiah
Help Wanted
Church Secretary
We are looking for a
people-friendly person
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We offer a pleasant
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Call 754-4944 for Info
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