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Annual Project H.O.P.E. gives Wheatfield
family, community much-needed hand
BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Painters Plus owner Jesse Gooch
and his crew are joined for the
Two weekends ago, a handful
11th annual Project H.O.P.E. free
of volunteers joined the crews
exterior house painting by Wheatfrom Painters Plus to help out this
field Councilman Curt Doktor; his
year’s winner of Project H.O.P.E.
daughter, Olivia; and volunteer
(Helping Others Paint Exteriors),
Brian Markovich.
an annual citywide contest that offers a free exterior home paint job excited that it’s here. I know he’ll
to homeowners in need. Painter’s continue to do it in North TonawaPlus owner Jesse Gooch said this nda, but hopefully he’ll also do it
year’s Project H.O.P.E., now in its in Wheatﬁeld moving forward,”
11th year, was perhaps its most Doktor said.
He went on to note the project
unique yet.
This year’s awardee was the Ri- means just as much to the comcardhert family of Ward Road in munity as it does for the homethe Town of Wheatﬁeld. Gooch owners.
“We’ve been working on this
said that, when it came time to
make this year’s selection, he and house for two days now and it’s
his team knew the Ricardherts already a huge difference. … It
means an awful lot,”
deserved to win.
“My team and I, at
“It is our way Doktor said. “I mean,
least 12 or 13 of us of giving back,” I think this family has
fallen into some hard
that reviewed it, we
knew they deserved he said. “I start- times (and) haven’t
it the most this year,” ed my business been able to keep up
he said. “They live at a young age, with the outside of
house and everyin
a
100-year-old
and I’ve just al- the
thing. So, just being
house; they’ve been
there for many, many ways wanted to able to come out here
years; and they’re go- make my neigh- and, hopefully, get it in
ing through extreme, borhoods look a better spot, I think
that’s huge – not only
physical hardship –
for the homeowner,
and with that comes better.”
Painters Plus but also the rest of the
ﬁnancial
hardship.
And they’ve also hired
owner and Ni- community. It helps
other contractors over
agara County the whole neighborhood.”
the years to come do
Legislator Jesse Longtime volunteer
work for them and –
Gooch Brian Markovich also
I’m not sure how else
spoke about the sigto say it – they were
pretty much screwed over by oth- niﬁcance of Project H.O.P.E and
er contractors … where they had the service it provides.
“Oh, it’s incredible. The peoa guy come in and took a deposit,
started to power wash, destroyed ple that (Gooch) chooses (are)
the wood and never came back. people that could never have this
done on their own,” he said. “And
They’ve just had bad luck.”
Traditionally, Project H.O.P.E. every house I’ve worked on, the
only covers a paint job for win- people are super-appreciative beners. In this case, however, cause it’s sort of a life-changing
Gooch said he knew from the get- thing for them, you know? It’s a
go he wanted to go the extra mile. wonderful thing, and we’re here
This year, he and his team of to help. I do it because I want
volunteers pitched in to help to help as much as I can and do
clean gutters, board off some bro- whatever I can do to help this
ken basement windows, and even move forward and be successful.
repair some side sheeting. He I’m all there.”
Gooch said that feeling of givalso reached out to Wheatﬁeldbased Exclusive Landscaping to ing is what it’s all about.
“It is our way of giving back,”
have it take care of some of the
he said. “I started my business at
overgrowth in the yard.
This year was also unique in a young age, and I’ve just always
that it marked the ﬁrst time the wanted to make my neighborcharitable endeavor extended hoods look better.
“I go into neighborhoods and
outside the city of North Tonawanda into Wheatﬁeld. Councilman see a lot of nice houses, and you
Curt Doktor, who assisted with see a couple that have to paint,
the work alongside his daughter, peeling paint, and need a paint
Olivia, spoke about what it meant job. And I’ve always asked myto see such a meaningful project self, ‘Are these people, you know,
lazy and they just don’t want to
make its way into his town.
“This is the ﬁrst time (Gooch) paint their house? Or do they reis doing this, and we feel super- ally want to paint their house, but

The Youngstown

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

ANNUAL FALL

Village Diner

RUMMAGE SALE
LOTS OF
GREAT
ITEMS!

St. John Lutheran Church

 -AIN 3T 9OUNGSTOWN s 745-9858

~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~

The French Castle
Is the oldest and largest
building at Old Fort Niagara
and the oldest building in the
Great Lakes Basin.

DPSOFSPG8BSE3E/JBHBSB'BMMT#MWE

LEARN MORE HISTORY
ABOUT OLD FORT NIAGARA
ON THE WEBSITE

4"563%": 0$50#&35)tAM-2PM

www.oldfortniagara.org

'JMMBCBHGPStQNQN0OMZ

745-7611

8BSE3Et8IFBUöFME

they’re unable to and they can’t
afford?’ And that was what drove
me to do this, because I think
there’s a lot of people that really
need it done and can’t afford it
or are unable to do it. And it just
winds up beautifying the neighborhood.
“And you notice in some of
these neighborhoods we’ve done
to, I go back a week or two later,
and then I see that their neighbors
are starting to do landscaping, and
everybody’s taking care of their
house, and that was just our way
of giving back and helping people.
That’s the bottom line.”
Gooch said this project is one of
the things he’s most proud of, noting roughly $93,000 in free paint
jobs has been given away since
Project H.O.P.E.’s inception.
He said he has no intention of
slowing down any time soon.
“I’m looking forward to getting
it to $100,000. That’s my goal right
now. It’d be kind of cool to say we
gave away $100,000 in free paint
jobs,” Gooch said with a laugh.
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TUE 6AM-8PM - Spaghetti and Meatballs,
Chicken Parm, Eggplant Parm, Penne Parm
WED 6AM-8PM - Chicken Pot Pie, Hot Pork
Sandwich or Fish
THURS 6AM-8PM - Stuffed Peppers or
Fish - Battered, Breaded, Baked
FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches,
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder
SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eggs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu
Check us out on FACEBOOK - Become a fan
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Orleans/Niagara BOCES
Now Accepting Applications For:
Behavior Consultant
Business Education Teacher (Substitute)
Culinary Arts Instructor
Music Teacher
Special Education Teachers
Speech-Language Pathologists (Full-time and Substitutes)
Driver Education Instructor
Adult Education Building Trades Instructor (Part-time)
Adult Education Certified Nurse Assistant Instructor (Part-time)
Adult Education Electricity Instructor (Part-time)
Adult Education English to Speakers of Other Languages Instructors (Part-time)
Adult Education Home Health Aide Instructor (Part-time)
Adult Education HVAC Instructor (Part-time)
Adult Education Literacy Instructors (Full-time)
Adult Education LPN Lab and Clinical Instructor (Part-time)
Adult Education LPN Instructor (Substitute)
Adult Education Machine Tool and CNC Instructor (Part-time)
Adult Education Teacher Aide/Literacy (Full-time)
School Nurses
Account Clerk Typists
Keyboard Specialists (Typist)
Secretary I
Teacher Aides/Personal Care Aides
Home/Hospital Teachers (Tutors) (Part-time)
Substitute Teachers
Substitute Teacher Aides and Nurses
Please visit our web site employment page at www.onboces.org
Retirees welcome to apply. EOE
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