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How much is a human life worth? Decisions about re-opening are profound
BY ANDREW CUOMO
Governor
State of New York
At his daily press brieﬁng May
5, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo spoke
about reopening economies amid
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
One point I
want to make
about reopening, not just
in this state,
but all across
this nation.
There’s a
conversation
that is going
N.Y. Gov.
on about
Andrew Cuomo
reopening
that we are

not necessarily explicit about, but
which is very important. There’s
a question that is being debated
right under the surface and the
decisions we make on reopening
are really profound decisions. The
fundamental question which we’re
not articulating is how much is a
human life worth? How much do
we think a human life is worth?
There’s a cost of staying closed,
no doubt. Economic cost, personal cost. There’s also a cost of
reopening quickly. Either option
has a cost.
You stay closed, there’s a cost.
You reopen quickly and there’s
a cost. The faster we reopen, the
lower the economic cost; but the
higher the human cost because
the more lives lost. That, my
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friends, is the decision we are really making. What is that balance?
What is that trade off? Because
it is very real. If you look at the
projection models of how many
lives will be lost, you’ll notice
they changed recently. Why did
they change? And they went up
dramatically. Why? Because now
they’re factoring in the reopening plans and the reopening
schedules that states are announcing. The federal government’s
estimate, federal government’s
estimate, FEMA, has increased
from 25,000 to 200,000 the number of daily cases by June.
Think about that increase.
The IHME, which is a foundation model supported by Gates,
which is the preferred model by
the White House. When they
were projecting deaths by Aug.
4, they projected in early April,
60,000 deaths. They projected,
mid-April, 60,300 deaths, actually
a little lower. The new projections
are 134,000 deaths. How did it
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go from 60,000 deaths to 134,000
deaths? This is the model which
the White House relies on. When
the director of the institute was
asked why those revisions happened, the director said rising
mobility in most US states as well
as the easing of social distancing
measures expected in 31 states by
May 11, indicating that growing
contacts among people will promote transmission of the coronavirus. That’s a very nice way of
saying when you accelerate the
reopening, you will have more
people coming in contact with
other people – you’re relaxing social distancing. The more people
in contact with other people, the
higher the infection rate of the
spread of the virus. The more
people who get infected, the more
people die. We know that. That’s
why the projection models are
going up.
There’s a cost of staying closed.
There’s also a cost of reopening
quickly. That is the hard truth
that we are all dealing with. Let’s
be honest about, let’s be open

about it. Let’s not camouﬂage the
actual terms of the discussion that
we’re having. The question comes
back to how much is a human life
worth? Do you see that projection model go from 25 to 200,000
cases from FEMA. You see the
number of deaths go from 60,000
to 134,000. How much is a human
life worth? That’s the real discussion that no one is admitting
openly or freely, but we should.
To me, I say cost of a human – a
human life is priceless, period.
Our reopening plan doesn’t have a
tradeoff. Our reopening plan says
you monitor the data, you monitor
the transmission rate, you monitor the hospitalization rate, you
monitor the death rate. If it goes
up, you have a circuit breaker,
you stop. You close the valve on
reopening. But it is a conversation
that we should have openly. Hard
conversation, painful conversation, controversial conversation,
yes, all of the above. But, it’s also
the right conversation because
those are the decisions we’re
making.

E. H. 5DQVRP5RDG*UDQG,VODQG
ENTERPRISE NURSERY
774-8377

$OOLQTXLULHVDUHFRQÀGHQWLDO

2XU0LVVLRQ6WDWHPHQW
3URYLGHFRQÀGHQWLDOHPHUJHQF\DVVLVWDQFHSULPDULO\IRRGIRU*UDQG,VODQGUHVLGHQWV
ZKRÀQGWKHPVHOYHVLQWHPSRUDU\QHHG$YROXQWHHURUJDQL]DWLRQXVLQJFKXUFKHVDQGRWKHU
RUJDQL]DWLRQVWRFROOHFWDQGVWRFNDQLPPHGLDWHQHHGVIRRGSDQWU\DQGUDLVLQJPRQH\
WKURXJKFRPPXQLW\ZLGHIXQGGULYHV 6KDUH<RXU+DSSLQHVVDWWKH+ROLGD\6HDVRQ 

BUFFALO LAUNCH CLUB
DINNERS TO GO

NOW OPEN
Thank You
G rand Island for
Your Continued
Support!

Visit us on Facebook
EHEnterprisesGreenhouse

+RXUV
Mon - Sat: 10am - 6pm
Sun: 10am - 4pm

DELBERT E. MCMASTER
AGENCY Insurance
An Independent Insurance Agent

'03$63#4*%&1*$,61t01&/50"--(3"/%*4-"/%&34

We Are Available When Needed And Service What We Write

Open W
Wednesday
ednesday & Thursday
Th d 4-7
4 7 PM,
PM, F
Friday
riday & Saturday
S t d 4-8
4 8P
PM

Alycia McMaster, BrokertWilliam S. McMaster, Broker

'LQQHU(QWUHHV


a5RWDWLQJ6HOHFWLRQRI,QGLYLGXDO
DQG)DPLO\0HDOV 

a)LVK)U\ 


a&DSWDLQ·V3ODWWHU
 a &DDSW
S DL
DLQ·
Q V3O
Q·
3ODW
DWWH
DW
WHHU

/LJKW)DUH
'HVVHUWV
%HYHUDJH7DNH2XW
 $YDLODEOHZLWKIRRGSXUFKDVH

PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS
FIRE & OWNERS Low Prices, Special Discount for Houses 30 Years Old
or Newer. Discount for Smoke Detectors.

AUTO Good Drivers & Youthful Drivers
MOTORCYCLE 6-9-12 Month Policies

Full Menu listed on our Facebook page and website buffalolaunchclub.com
Same day orders recommended by 2 pm. Pre-orders accepted throughout the week.
&DOOH[WRUHPDLOEOFRIÀFH#EXIIDORODXQFKFOXEFRPWRRUGHU

NEW BUFFALO LAUNCH CLUB MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVES AVAILABLE...CALL THE CLUB

503 East River Rd., Grand Island

Island

Dispatch

PUBLISHER
Skip Mazenauer
GM/MANAGING EDITOR
Joshua Maloni
EDITOR IN CHIEF/SENTINEL EDITOR
Terrence P. Duffy
DISPATCH EDITOR
Larry Austin
INTERIM TRIBUNE EDITOR
Michael DePietro
WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA EDITORS
Joshua Maloni, Lucia Spiritosanto,
Toni Snyder
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Colleen Rebmann, Jeff Calarco,
Marcy Lombardo, JoAnne Fuerch
CIRCULATION
Kim Wendt

NIAGARA
FRONTIER
PUBLICATIONS

©2020 Niagara Frontier Publications
1859 Whitehaven Road
Grand Island, N.Y. 14072

PRODUCTION MANAGER/
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Wendy Juzwicki
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Lucia Spiritosanto, Toni Snyder
CLASSIFIED MANAGER
Toni Snyder
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Jennifer Walowitz
ACCOUNTING/OFFICE MANAGER
Halie Hernandez
CONTRIBUTING
PHOTOGRAPHERS/REPORTERS
Kevin and Dawn Cobello,
Alice Gerard, Autumn Hall,
Karen Keefe, Mark Williams Jr.,
David Yarger

NYPA

NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

Phone (716) 773-7676
Fax (716) 773-7190
Editorial:
Dispatch@wnypapers.com
Sentinel@wnypapers.com
Tribune@wnypapers.com
Advertising:
NFPDesign@wnypapers.com
Classifieds:
NFPClassifieds@wnypapers.com
Circulation:
NFPCirculation@wnypapers.com
Legals:
legalnotice@wnypapers.com
Website:

wnypapers.com

Proudly Serving The Tonawandas/Grand Island & Wheatfield over 50 years

/JBHBSB4USFFUt$PSOFSPG$MJOUPO4USFFU 5PO

Grand Island Publishing Corp. does not knowingly accept any kind of fraudulent advertising. We
suggest you investigate thoroughly any advertisement before you reply.
Verbal cancellations will not be accepted. Written
Grand Island Publishing Corp. (USPS #27046000) authorization to cancel a display or commercial
Newspaper is printed in the U.S.A. and all rights classified ad must be received by Grand Island
reserved. © 2020 by Grand Island Publishing Publishing Corp. before deadline for insertion.
Corp.. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any News Deadline: 3 PM TUESDAY for the following
means without written permission of the publisher. Friday. Office Hours: 9 am - 5 pm Monday through
Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs will be Friday.
returned only if accompanied by a stamped, self- Display Ads Deadline: TUESDAY 5 PM
addressed envelope.
POSTMASTERS: Please send Form 3579 for
All letters, news releases and photos received change of address to: The Island Dispatch,
will be treated as unconditionally assigned for 1859 Whitehaven Rd., Grand Island, NY 14072.
publication copyright purposes, and use in any Published every Friday in the interest of the
other publication or brochure and are subject to residents of the Town of Grand Island, New York.
Grand Island Publishing Corp. unrestricted right Subscriptions (Erie County): $33.95 per year (52
to edit, comment or reject.
issues); $50.95 two years (104 issues); Senior
All original artwork, layout and design remain Citizens (age 62 & over - Erie County Only) $29.95
the sole property of Grand Island Publishing one year, $46.95 two years Subscriptions Outside
Corp.. Reproduction in whole or in part of any Erie County: $69.95 per year; $88.95 two years;
advertisement is strictly forbidden. Grand Island Armed Forces: $27.95 per nine month Student
Publishing Corp. will not be responsible for subscription mailed every Friday. Subscriptions are
errors in advertising beyond the cost of the space Non-Refundable. Newsstand single copies $1.25.
occupied by the error. The publisher reserves
the right to reject any advertisement at his sole Member New York State Press Association,
discretion. Notification must be made in writing National Newspaper Association, Grand Island
within one week of publication. Verbal notifications Chamber of Commerce.
will not be accepted.

Periodicals Postage Paid
at the Post Office in
Grand Island, New York 14072
Founded 1944

