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Cuomo: New York will decide on fall school reopening
during first week of August; malls to reopen Friday
Gov. Andrew Cuomo on
Wednesday announced New
York will decide whether schools
will reopen in the fall during the
ﬁrst week of August. The state is
now consulting with stakeholders
on guidance, which will be ﬁnalized on July 13. Plans to reopen
schools are due July 31.
“We have been consulting all
stakeholders on guidance on how
a school would reopen in September,” he said. “We have 700
school districts in this state. They
range from rural districts to urban
districts, suburban districts. Localities are very involved in their
schools and school decisions. …
We’ll have ﬁnalized guidance pursuant to those conversations on
July 13.
“On July 31, local school dis-

tricts will submit their plans on
how they would reopen; what
their precautions will be; if they
want to have a phased reopening; if they want to have a partial
reopening. Those plans would
come in on July 31. Aug. 1 to 7,
the state will announce a decision
on whether or not those schools
reopen. We want to make that decision with the best available data.
“The facts change here day-today, week-to-week. I understand
there’s a drop-dead date where
you have to make a decision by
a certain date. But wait until that
date to make a decision, because
the facts may change. As we see,
a week can be a lifetime with this
COVID virus, because everything
changes so quickly. The schools
say they need a decision made

by the end of the ﬁrst week in
August, so they can then turn on
the switches and get everything
ready for September. And we’ll
look at the data in that ﬁrst week
and then we’ll make a decision.”
•Cuomo also announced that,
beginning Friday, malls (including Fashion Outlets of Niagara
Falls) can open in regions that
have entered phase four of reopening if they have implemented
an enhanced heating, ventilation
and air conditioning – or HVAC –
ﬁltration system and follow proper
ventilation protocols. HVAC systems will be required to include
ﬁlters with a minimum efﬁciency
reporting value – or MERV – rating of which ﬁlters out the COVID-19 virus, but can, if the system
makes additional protections, run

on a minimum MERV of 11. Ventilation protocols include increased
outdoor air, reduced air circulation, longer system run times and
frequent ﬁlter checks.
“We’ve had a lot of consultation,
done work on air ﬁltration. There
are air ﬁltration systems that can
take COVID out of the air. There
then winds up a series of questions, what ﬁlters work on what
HVAC systems. But the ﬁlters
are rated. The HVAC systems are
rated by what they call a MERV
rating,” Cuomo said. “So, what
we’re saying is – the best ﬁlter
that we would like to see installed
is what’s called the MERV-13. It
goes to the density of the ﬁlter
and what it can actually ﬁlter out.
MERV-13 ﬁlters out the COVID
virus. Some systems can’t take

MERV-13, so it’s either 13, 12 or
11. But one of those three ﬁlters
– and then we have ventilation
protocols. And the mall reopening date is July 10 in phase four
(regions).”
On Monday, Cuomo announced
casinos and movie theaters will
currently remain closed as the
state government continues to
review the science and facts on
their safe reopening.
That decision does not apply to
the Seneca Gaming Corp. properties, which operate on sovereign
land.
•The governor said all county
fairs will be canceled until further notice out of an abundance
of caution. Cuomo previously announced the New York State Fair
will be canceled this summer.

Higgins announces grants for first responders in Niagara County & Amherst
Congressman Brian Higgins
announced federal funding to
the Niagara County Department
of Emergency Services and Ellicott Creek Fire Co. to prevent,
prepare for and respond to COVID-19.
Niagara County Department of

Emergency Services was awarded $77,295.45. Ellicott Creek
Fire Co., which serves the towns
of Amherst and Tonawanda, received $3,750.39 in federal funding.
Higgins said, “This emergency
funding provides necessary re-

sources to protect those who protect our community.”
FEMA lists the purchase of
personal protective equipment
(PPE), such as eye protection,
isolation gowns, protective coveralls, gloves, respirators and face
masks, as the primary funding

priority for these grants.
The CARES Act included $100
million in COVID-19 supplemental funding for the Assistance to
Fireﬁghters Grant (AFG) program to support ﬁrst responders
during the coronavirus outbreak.
This is in addition to and separate

from the $350 million appropriated in 2019 for the AFG Program. Awards are made through
a competitive application process
reviewed by a panel of ﬁre and
emergency personnel peers.
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