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Variety Club announces 60th annual Variety Kids Telethon
Live Saturday, March 5, on WGRZ; Sunday, March 6, on WBBZ

The 60th annual Variety Kids
Telethon will take place at the
Variety Club headquarters locat-
ed at 6114 Broadway, Lancaster.
The event will be produced and
presented from both the studios
of WGRZ-TV Channel 2, and the
Variety Club HQ from 6-11 p.m.
Saturday, March 5. The presenta-
tion will also be streamed live at
WWW.WETI'Z.Com.

The Sunday telecast will origi-
nate completely from Club Vari-
ety HQ from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. live
on WBBZ-TV, Your Hometown
MeTV Station, Channel 67.1 on-
air; Cable 5; FiOS 5; Dish 5; Di-
recTV67. The Sunday presenta-
tion will be streamed live on the
Variety Club of Buffalo Facebook
page.

Organizers said, “We are both
thrilled and humbled to say the
Variety Kids Telethon is entering
its 60th year! It’s hard to believe
that it has been 60 years, and we
are proud to be the longest locally
produced Telethon in the United
States.”

They added, “Now entering its
60th year, the Variety Kids Tele-
thon has endured because of the
support from tens of thousands of
Western New Yorkers who tune
in and pledge their support each
year, along with corporate part-
ners who participate in our corpo-
rate match.”

Telethon proceeds benefit doz-
ens of local children’s nonprofits
in Western New York, in addition
to the Variety Tent No. 7/Robert
Warner MD Rehabilitation Cen-
ter at the new Oishei Children’s
Hospital. The Variety Kids Tele-
thon holds the distinction of be-
ing the longestrunning locally
produced telethon in the country,
and in 2021 raised over $800,000.”

Organizers said, “For the 60th
annual Variety Kids Telethon, it
will include a wonderful celebra-
tion of sharing memories and sto-
ries, reliving the telethon history
and, of course, focusing on the
future!”

For 2022, prominent attorney
Paul Cambria (also Chief Barker
of Variety) will return with the
president of the Buffalo Common
Council, Rev. Darius Pridgen, to
co-host the telethon.

Television personalities who
are scheduled to participate in
the shows from WGRZ, include:

\ Scott Levin and Mary Alice
Demler, anchors of “Channel 2
News”

\ Melissa Holmes and Pete Gal-
livan, anchors of “Daybreak”

y Claudine Ewing, “Channel 2
News” weekend anchor and re-
porter.

\ Kate Welshofer, “Most Buf-
falo” host and reporter, and Chan-
nel 2 News anchor.

\ Catherine Miller, host of the
weekly “Passionate Living” pro-
gram.

\ Judge Penny Wolfgang, host
of the weekly “Big Picture” pro-
gram.

\y Jordan James, host of the
weekly “Good Deeds Buffalo”
program

\ Kim Piazza, host of “Shea’s
710 Presents”

\ Kate Glaser, host of the week-
ly “Hometown Health Connec-
tion” and Hope Rises founder

\ Pastors Steve Biegner, Jer-
emiah Smith and Roger Griffiths
from the weekly “Church Un-
leashed” service

y Constance Caldwell, Tony Bil-
loni and Jeffrey Roberts from the
nationally syndicated “Off Beat
Cinema”
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\ Steve Cichon, “Buffalo’s Sto-
ryteller” contributor to The Buf-
falo News, and administrator
at Bishop Timon-St. Jude High
School

Yy Ron Dombrowski, host of
“Polka Buzz” on WBBZ-TV and
“Drive Time Polkas” on WXRL
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and WECK Radio

\ Psychic medium Karyn Re-
ece and Alexa Zappia from “The
Karyn Reece Show”

y Paul Peck and Sue Najowski
from “Beat The Champ”

Radio personalities scheduled
to participate include:

y Shredd & Ragan from “97
Rock”

\ Dave Jickster from “97 Rock”

y Clay Moden from WYRK
“Country 106.5” FM

\ Adriana Viverette from WBLK
“Power 94” FM

V Liz Mantel from 107.7-FM
“The Wolf”

Local bands scheduled to ap-
pear include:

V Moe Potter — Sunday at 11
a.m.

\ Flipside - Sunday at 2 p.m.

\ The Buffalo Touch — Sunday
at 3 p.m.

\ Nerds Gone Wild — Sunday at
4 p.m.

\ Hit N’ Run - recorded perfor-
mance

\ Taylor Made Jazz with Van
Taylor — Saturday at 9 p.m.

\ True Bethel Baptist Church
Choir — Sunday morning record-
ed performance

\ Mount Olive Baptist Church
Choir - Sunday afternoon record-
ed performance

Organizers said, “These popu-
lar local bands have not only do-
nated their talents to the telethon,
but other fundraising events in
the past year. We encourage their
fan base to tune in and donate.

“They join inspirational local
artist Cory James Gallagher, who
appears Sunday morning.”

Headline  guests include
Frankie Scinta, “The Showman”;
“The Voice” competitors Cami
Clune and Joshua Vacanti; Buf-
falo Singing Cop and “The Amaz-
ing Race” competitor Moe Bad-
ger; former Buffalo Bills player
Darryl Talley; The Buffalo Touch
polka band; and Robby Takac of
the Goo Goo Dolls.

All artists and times are subject
to change.

Be Our Guest Ltd. will extend
the Ice at Canalside, presented
by Highmark Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Western New York,
through March 19.

Ice at Canalside season extended for NCCC fans

A press release noted, “The Ice
at Canalside has seen great suc-
cess as people have come out to
experience the lineup of activi-
ties and events all winter long. To

LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
400 Ridge Street, Lewiston
716-754-4591 - www.splewiston.org

Announces Change in Service Day and Time
starting February 6, 2022
Worship and Holy Communion Sunday 9am

Lutheran Church of the Messiah

915 Oneida Street, Lewiston
Phone: 716-754-4944 Fax: 716-754-0903
www.messiahlewiston.org

Come worship with us at 8:15am and 10:00am
Coffee and Sunday School Hour at 9:00am

SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 716-773-7676
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3210 Niagara Falls Blvd.

White Chapel Memorial Park is Western New York's Finest Burial Park
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continue this excitement through
the end of the season, Be Our
Guest announces ‘Courtside at
Canalside’ from March 16-19, a
weekend-long basketball-themed

We welcome your submissions.

If you would like the Sentinel
to publish a story or photo of
a notable event in your life
or a community snapshot of
your service organization...

E-mail it to:
Sentinel@wnypapers.com

Fish Fry Listing
Lenten Fish/Seafood

The Great Foodini
2564 Academy Street
Ransomville
716-791-4400

Available Thurs.-Sat.
(While supplies last)

Fresh Beer Battered Haddock,
Panko Fried, Foodini Fried, Baked,
Cajun Baked, Greek Baked,
Lemon Pepper Baked
& Panko Baked

201

See more great places
to enjoy a Fish Fry
in today’s paper

celebration at the Ice at Canal-
side.”

“We are thrilled to be able to ex-
tend the Ice at Canalside season
and host visiting basketball fans
in March,” said Kevin Parkinson,
VP of finance and operations for
Be Our Guest. “Our team is put-
ting together an exciting line up
of specials and promotions to
bring energy to the Ice.”

Highmark Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Western New York
President Dr. Michael Edbauer
said, “We’re pleased to see how
Western New Yorkers have em-
braced this decidedly cold winter
and remained active throughout.
That’s why we’re excited to help
extend the Ice at Canalside sea-
son, and hope our community
takes advantage of a few addi-
tional weeks of skating, curling,
ice bikes and bumper cars.”

The “Courtside at Canalside”
festivities will include live D]Js,
team specials, ice basketball,
trick shot contests, games, light
and balloon displays, and food

Island Dispatch
Grand Island PennySaver

trucks. The “Courtside at Canal-
side” program will also feature a
Labatt Blue Zone tent with drink

specials, sampling, a bucket
shoot tournament, and give-
aways.

“We’re very excited that visi-
tors to the NCAA Men’s Bas-
ketball Tournament at KeyBank
Center will be able to enhance
their time in Buffalo with a visit
to Canalside,” said Patrick Kal-
er, president and CEO of Visit
Buffalo Niagara. “The activities
planned under the banner of
‘Courtside at Canalside’ are sure
to provide our guests with a fun
time and the best possible im-
pression of our city and the great
strides we’ve made since the last
time the tournament was held
here.”

During the “Courtside at Ca-
nalside” festivities from March
16-19, curling will be closed to
the public. Public skate hours
are subject to change based on
weather. For more information,
visit www.buffalowaterfront.com.

Stay up to date
on the latest news...

Follow Us

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS
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