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NACC names Katherine Johnson interim executive director
The Niagara Arts and Cultural
Center announced a new interim
executive director. Katherine
Johnson, Ph.D., will serve in this
role until a transition is complete
with a permanent executive director.
She succeeds Executive Director Kathie Kudela, who passed
away March 14.
Johnson, pictured, is a pro-
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She continued as a board member under former President Edith
Sanﬁlippo and current President
Mary Ricciardi.
Kudela and Johnson worked
closely through the years on

NACC projects, events, presentations and planning.
Johnson has resigned from the
board with the opportunity to be
reinstated when the transition is
complete with the permanent executive director.
A press release stated, “The
Niagara Arts and Cultural Center
welcomes Katherine and looks
forward to working with her.”
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fessor of sociology at Niagara
County Community College with
a unique skill set as a sociologist
with a special emphasis on community and urban sociology. She
has been involved in the NACC
since April 6, 2002, when she
and her husband, Victor Marwin,
toured the building looking for a
studio space for him.
Kudela took them on a tour of
the building where they learned
about the passion of the community to save the building, the process by which it became renamed
and repurposed as an art and cultural center, and the tremendous
work that was ahead for those
committed to developing the organization. On that day, Victor left
with a studio space rental agreement and Katherine began her
continuing community study.
Johnson was invited to join the
board of directors in 2004 under
President Louis Townsend, who
succeeded Hal Faba. In 2005, she
was asked to become vice president under then President Paul
Dyster. When he resigned in 2007
to run for mayor of the City of Niagara Falls, she became president
and was reelected through 2013.
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Niagara County clerk:
Driver’s license due
dates extended again
Niagara County Clerk Joseph
Jastrzemski on Wednesday said
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has issued
executive order 202.97, which
extends the expiration dates on
licenses and permits that expired
after March 1, 2020, to April 16,
2021. At this time, all transactions
must be done by appointment
only, although Jastrzemski said
his ofﬁce is working to change
that next month.
“With the reduction in our backlog of expired licenses, the improvement in COVID-19 numbers
and our ability to rework some of
our logistics, we expect to be able
to start handling walk-in transactions in the next few weeks and
will provide more information at
that time,” he said. “I would note,
though, that it’s pretty easy to get
an appointment right now; so I
would encourage people to renew
their documents sooner rather
than later.”
Jastrzemski said people can
make an appointments at www.niagaracounty.com/departments/
Motor-Vehicles-Department.
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A Colorful Life:
Elizabeth Simcoe’s
Niagara Experience - March 31
Reserve your spot at this Zoom
presentation by emailing Erika at
eschrader@oldfortniagara.org
Spots are limited.
See more info about this event on our website
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