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Niagara County health director provides update on vaccine, tips for fall

Niagara County Department
of Health Public Health Director Daniel J. Stapleton

The “bivalent” formulaons of the Moderna and Pﬁzer-BioNTech
coronavirus vaccines are authorized for use as a single booster dose
at least two months aer compleng the primary or booster vaccinaon as follows:
√ Moderna: individuals 18 years of age and older
√ Pﬁzer-BioNTech: individuals 12 years of age and older
Children ages 5-11 years who have completed Pﬁzer-BioNTech’s
primary vaccine series should connue to receive the original monovalent booster at least ﬁve months aer their most recent dose.
Children ages 6 months to 4 years are currently not authorized
for any booster doses.
The new bivalent boosters add omicron BA.4 and BA.5 variants to
the original formula, and bolster previous vaccinaon protecon.
The combinaon vaccines aim to increase cross-protecon against
mulple variants.
bers, and I guess that’s help- health, and whether they’re afful to a certain extent. But just fected right then and there. But
like what you said, we aren’t we don’t get that information.
capturing most of the positive Very few people share the infortests, because they’re being mation, even though they’re able
to share with us on our website.
done at home.
then we make our decisions
The at-home test kits serve So, I take those numbers with a
based on that.
a purpose. It allows people to grain of salt.
It was a novel virus. It was gauge where they are in their
SEE STAPLETON, on Page 6
brand-new – something that we
hadn’t dealt with in the past. So, I
Rated Number ONE
think that it takes time to get the
In Junk Removal
We remove all unwanted junk
information – to get widely veriand debris from houses, garages,
ﬁed information.
sheds, yards, commercial buildings,
The days of just taking things
storage units, warehouses.
at word is not always good. We
Top Notch
get veriﬁed information, we get it
We also tear-down and remove
Removal
unwanted decks, sheds, garages, pools,
from scientists that I mentioned
hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.
earlier, in order to make the right
decision.
No job is too big or too small
I think we all learn together.
Call, Text, or Email for a FREE ESTIMATE
And I think, in general, our comPóDFt-JTB
munity, Niagara County, has done
topnotchremoval@gmail.com
a fantastic job of making sure we
protect ourselves, our families,
and our community.
I’m very proud of our county
and our residents.
Q: I know it’s certainly more challenging today to get a gauge on infections with the rise in popularity
of at-home tests. But from what you
(RIGHT OFF NYS THRUWAY)
know – from what you’re hearing –
how are our numbers these days?
Approximately 450 sq. ft. divided into two rooms. Common waiting
Dan Stapleton: The two numarea. Some office furnishings. WiFi. Just move in! Triple net lease.
bers I look at are this: I get the
Loading dock and handicap accessible.
information about new daily num716-773-7676
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about side effects?
Dan Stapleton: I haven’t
heard anything about any
major side effects from this
new vaccine. Of course,
you know, it takes a little
bit of time to see that. Like
I’ve said, it’s only been a
couple of weeks.
I got my booster just
yesterday. My 90-year-old
father got his booster yesterday, as well. So, we’re
telling people – anybody
who might have been saying, “Well, let’s wait until
the new vaccine comes
out. Let’s wait until we get
more protection against
BA.4 and BA.5” – the time
is now. There’s no beneﬁt
to waiting. There’s just increased
risk by waiting.
So, we’re telling people it’s
widely available, whether it’s from
Health Department – and we have
all these clinics on our website.
We’re updating that daily. We’re
going to be adding probably a
couple more in the next few days.
It’s widely available for people
to get through us, or also through
their primary care doctor, or also
through pharmacies. Pharmacies
are now getting a pretty good supply of this vaccine, as well.
Q: What was learned from last
fall and winter, and why was it was
so bad?
Dan Stapleton: Well, it’s
brand-new. Even though nowadays we have information readily available, when you’re dealing
with something that was so new
– a new strain – you learn things
from it. The information that we
have improves every day.
I think that, in many ways,
there’s so much division within
our world, our country, and how
people are getting information.
And we’ve all come to realize that,
just because something’s on the
internet, doesn’t mean it’s accurate. A lot of people were making
their health decisions for themselves and their family on information on Facebook and TikTok,
and every other social media platform you can think of.
I have always relied on the
experts, whether it’s the CDC,
whether it’s the National Institutes of Health, whether it’s the
New York State Department of
Health. I rely on my experts, the
virologists, the epidemiologists,
to educate me to make the best
decision I can for the health of
me, my family, my community,
the residents of our county. We
gather the information, and we
get it from reliable sources, and

Vaccine Information from NCDOH
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BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor
As summer ended in 2020, and
again in 2021, an ominous cloud
hung over the region, as the rate
of coronavirus infection rose –
and with it, restrictions and cancellations.
Elected leaders have expressed
hope the 2022 fall and winter seasons will be better, with the recent announcement of a bivalent
vaccine speciﬁcally targeted for
more transmissible variants.
Earlier this week, Niagara
County Department of Health
Public Health Director Daniel J.
Stapleton participated in a Q&A
wherein he explained more about
the new vaccine, lessons learned
from the past two years, and
what can be done better this time
around.
Q: What can you tell me about
the new bivalent vaccine?
Dan Stapleton: The new bivalent vaccine, it’s a combination of
the two variants. We’ve had the
COVID vaccine omicron, which
we are all familiar with. And then
now there’s been a new variant
added. So, there’s two vaccines
in one. This new one is to help
protect people from the BA.4
and BA.5 variants of omicron.
It’s a wider spectrum of protection than previously provided. It
should offer a lot more protection
than the older vaccine, which,
over time, most vaccines, their effectiveness declines because the
virus mutates to survive.
This new vaccine offers protection from the previous virus, but
also the newer strain of the virus.
Once again, that’s primarily the
BA.4 and BA.5 variant of omicron.
Q: And who is eligible for this
new vaccine?
Dan Stapleton: Actually, all
adults are eligible for the vaccine,
as long as it’s been two months
since their last vaccine. Whether
it’s their very ﬁrst vaccine or their
second, or even their boosters, as
long as it’s been two months since
their last COVID vaccine, then all
adults are eligible for the vaccine.
We’ve been seeing a pickup
over the past couple of weeks that
we’ve had the vaccine available.
Both the Moderna and the Pﬁzer.
And so, we’re happy that people
are taking advantage of that, and
getting that new booster.
We all know that, in the beginning of this pandemic, CDC said,
“Well, if you get this vaccine,
it’ll protect you from getting infected.” And we know now, as we
learn more – and it’s been a long
two-and-a-half to three years –
we’ve seen that the ability to completely prevent infection is not realistic. But we have the ability to
offer people extra protection so, if
they do get infected, their symptoms are much less severe than
they would be if they didn’t have
this new vaccine.
Q: I understand this is the only
vaccine that is being offered now
– it replaced the previous vaccine.
That being the case, is it pretty
widely available?
Dan Stapleton: Yes. We’ve got
it available. We’ve done a few clinics over the past couple of weeks.
We have a healthy supply of the
vaccine – both the Moderna and
the Pﬁzer are available. We have
both. Pﬁzer is a little bit further
ahead, in terms of the supply
available, than Moderna is, but
we’ve got both.
Q: What do we know at this point
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