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Town of Niagara

Sandy Dugan gets RIDE OF A LIFETIME

Board takes steps to
fill police positions

Former Lewiston resident celebrates region, explores Niagara River
BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor
As the blueberry-colored jet
boat circled around the Devil’s
Hole gorge class ﬁve rapids, Sandy Dugan began to cry what she
called “tears of joy.” Strapped in a
red lifejacket, gripping the handlebar above her seat cushion,
Dugan looked out on the Niagara
River from this vantage point for
the ﬁrst time in her 84 years. Taking it all in as the vessel gently
rocked up and down, she proclaimed, “This is every bit as exciting as Alaska.” As the jet boat
picked up steam and ascended its
highest crest, Dugan exclaimed,
“I’m so glad we did that. It was
wonderful!”
Last Friday’s private Whirlpool
Jet Boat Tours excursion was the
result of a conversation with president/partner John Kinney – a
conversation that began with talk
of a 40-year-old painting.
“I got this call – very much
out of the blue – from (Sandy’s
daughter). And when she ﬁrst
called me, I didn’t know if it was
a robocall. I didn’t know if she
was telemarketing to me. I didn’t
know, because she was asking
me about my property in Lewiston. And that she had a picture
of my property in Lewiston, and
was I interested in purchasing it.
I’m like, ‘What the hell is this lady
talking about?’ ” Kinney recalled.
“And then, when she started describing a little bit more about
what she was calling about, I realized that she was calling on behalf
of her mother, who was the previous owner.”
The painting in question is a
portrait of 65 Center St. – also
known as the Trafford Mansion –
one of Kinney’s waterfront properties. It was created sometime
around 1980-81.
“I used to own the building
across the way,” Dugan said, as
she sat inside the Griffon Brewery & Gastropub following her jet
boat ride. “Every summer, they
always have artists up and down
the street in Lewiston; and I saw
the work of this artist and I really
liked his work. And so, I asked
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Top: John Kinney and Sandy Dugan take a moment on the water to pose for
a photo. • Kinney doubles as tour guide.

BY TIMOTHY CHIPP
The Town of Niagara Police
Department has undergone
some signiﬁcant changes in the
past few months. So, the Town of
Niagara Board took steps Tuesday to help settle the situation.
Following the sudden retirement of former Chief James Suitor in August – a process where
Suitor provided two weeks’ notice to Supervisor Lee Wallace
between monthly meetings with
little fanfare – the ﬁve-member
board appointed Capt. Craig
Guiliani provisional chief.
Guiliani sat nervous outside
the doors to the town’s conference room while the Town
Council discussed his appointment in closed conference during the Sept. 7 work session. He
fell back on his years of experience in the department, as well
as his family’s history in law enforcement.
But Wednesday, the new in-

terim chief was in much higher
spirits, accepting both compliments and some ribbing from
the ﬁve councilmen who placed
their trust in him to lead the
town’s police department going
forward.
Wallace, in particular, spoke
of Guiliani’s presence and his
past, both noting that ofﬁcers in
the department took time out of
their night to support him, but
also harkening back to when
Wallace coached Guiliani on the
football ﬁeld years ago.
But it was the presence of the
ofﬁcers, supporting their new
boss, that gave Wallace pause.
“He’s worked long and hard
to get to where he is,” Wallace
said following the brief six-item
agenda meeting Wednesday.
“That, plus his demeanor (make
him right for the job). He is the
captain, but also, the guys on the
force like him.”
SEE TOWN, continued on Page 7

Double duty

him was he available for hire. And
he said yes, that he was. So, he
actually came down and I got to
sit and watch him sit across the
street with his easel and paint the
picture. And then, I paid to have it
matted, and I bought the antique
frame that I wanted it in.
“It came to life.”
Dugan’s daughter, Deanna
Lowe, reached out to Kinney
about the painting, noting her
mother was moving south.
“She said, ‘Well, really the owner
of the property would be the only
one that would really have afﬁnity

for purchasing this painting.’ Or at
least I would have the most interest in purchasing it, versus trying
to sell it at a garage sale, or what
have you (laughs),” Kinney said.
“And so, I agreed to buy it.”
Dugan said, “I was so happy
that John wanted it, because it
belongs in that building, historywise.”
As he drove out, “When I got
out to Sandy’s house, I realized
that I had met her once, many,
many, many years ago,” Kinney
said. “Time had created this tale
SEE JET BOAT, continued on Page 10

Medicare beneficiaries all have unique needs.
That’s why we offer Medicare solutions
that work for a wide range of objectives.
Our Advisors can provide an in depth tutorial of how
Medicare works and how it can work for you.
Providing you knowledge to make a better decision
during open enrollment.

Joleen
Dimitroff,
new principal at Cardinal O’Hara High
School, did double
duty Sept. 15 when
she not only made
pierogies, but prepared them for the
priests at the O’Hara
Retirement
Apartments adjacent to the
school. Dimitroff also
provided sauerkraut
and sausages for the
dinner.
She was invited
to meet the priests
who often help with
liturgies and the sacrament of reconciliation. Dimitroff said
she thought making dinner for them
would be a treat for
all.
In addition, she
brought a guest, Bob Laughenberger, who was the caretaker at the apartments a number of years ago and known by many of the priests.
The dinner was enjoyed by all.

Join us for Medicare 101

09/29/2022 10am & 1pm
Lewiston Public Library
305 S. 8th Street
Lewiston, NY, 14092
paulhutchinsagency.com

Call today with any questions.
Paul Hutchins
Licensed Agent
716-405-7420
Paul@paulhutchinsagency.com

For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call: 711
Not connected with or endorsed by the United States government or the federal Medicare program.
We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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