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The V'Randa is closed for the season.See you Spring 2023!Watch for our Holiday Happenings at The Falconwoodat mi.events!

NYS Lic. Assoc. R.E. BrokerHoward Hanna Real Estate Services2139 Grand Island Blvd., Grand Island
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C: 716-310-4238Client Focused......Results Driven.Use a professional
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Serving Niagara 

Big Six & Beaver Island Marinas are closed until next season!THANK YOU FOR A GREAT BOATING SEASON!Add your name to the waiting lists at montanainternational.us 

See you
 in 2023!
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Everything in the trailer is on fi re. The fi re in the trailer becomes a confl agration, consuming all the furniture, the Christmas tree and the gifts. It takes only a 

few minutes for the fi re to become all-consuming. Firefi ghters work to control the inferno.Grand Island Fire Co. open house doesn’t disappoint
STORY AND PHOTOS BY ALICE GERARDA crowd gathered on the park-ing lot at the Grand Island Fire Co.’s headquarters at the corner of Grand Island Boulevard and Baseline Road to experience what was promised to be the most ex-citing event of the Oct. 14 open house.
The crowd was not disappoint-ed by the live fi re demonstration. It featured a room with furniture, a Christmas tree, and a stack of gifts inside a small trailer with an open end. As fi refi ghters suited up for the expected confl agration, the fi re was lit. It grew rapidly, as fully suited fi refi ghters and the audience – kept a safe distance from the fi re – looked on. Before long, the fi re turned into an infer-no, and the fi refi ghters went to-ward it with their hoses and other fi refi ghting equipment. As the audience watched, the fi re was put out, and the audience walked away, eager to watch the next event, the departure of a U.S. Customs and Border Protec-tion helicopter that had arrived 

a few hours earlier, presenting a fl ying show before landing on the parking lot.
In addition to watching the helicopter and the live-fi re dem-onstrations, visitors to the open house could look inside a variety of fi re trucks and rescue vehicles, 

provided by several Western New York fi re companies. They could buy food to enjoy at the event, and they had the opportunity to enter a basket raffl e – with all proceeds going to the fi re company.The GIFC, which is currently running a fundraiser, is also seek-

ing volunteers. According to Fire Chief John Podlucky, the fi re company is looking for “people who are interested in helping their community by serving as either a fi refi ghter or an EMS (emergency medi-cal services) professional. We provide training and equip-ment at no cost. It’s a family-oriented organization.” The fi re company provides emergency medical services, marine rescue, and fi re sup-pression services to all life and property within the town.To obtain more informa-tion about volunteering for the fi re company, check out the GIFC website at https://www.grandislandfi re.us/ and click onto “volunteer oppor-tunities.” Other ways to get information about volunteering for the fi re company include call-ing dispatch at 716-773-4334 and asking for an application, or by checking out the GIFC Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/GrandIslandFireCompany.

Islandwide 
Dispatch Q&A 

with Supervisor 
John Whitney

BY MICHAEL J. BILLONIGrand Island Town Supervi-sor John C. Whitney, P.E., said during a lengthy interview with the Island Dispatch he would not seek reelection when his fi rst term ends next year.“Those reasons are personal,” said Whitney, who plans to re-main an Island resident in his retirement. “I love Grand Island. I will play more golf and cross-country ski here in the winter.”As he nears the end of his ini-tial three years as supervisor, Whitney refl ected on bombshell announcements that occurred during his fi rst month in offi ce: the sudden closing of Fantasy Island; the news Project Olive would like to develop a 3.8-mil-lion-square-foot facility on the large parcel along the New York State Thruway I-190 owned by Acquest Development LLC of Amherst; and how the town dealt with the coronavirus pan-demic, which began in his third month in offi ce. He also spoke of other developments and proj-ects underway.
Whitney began the interview with breaking news from Aquest Development, which recently submitted an entire package of information for “The Grand Island Commerce Center.” The plan calls for a 1.1-million-square-foot, one-story building for high-bay storage compared with the 825,000-square-foot footprint with four stories and a total of 3.8 million square-feet for Project Olive, which was identifi ed as a regional distribu-tion center for Amazon, the on-line retail behemoth.Whitney said the Acquest plan does not identify a tenant for its facility, but the town has estab-lished an escrow fund for review as the project now goes through the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR).

“When they came before us before with their plan, we required them to do a supple-mental Environmental Impact SEE WHITNEY, on Page 2
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WXRL RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS
Join your hosts: Joanie & Linda Lou

CLASSIC 
COUNTRY

Visit WXRL.com for more details 

Listen to WXRL 24/7 on 1300AM/95.5FM & 

Streaming LIVE @ WXRL.com

For a FREE brochure, call 716-681-1313 Mon-Fri 9am-4pm 

March 29 Sprague’s/Seneca Alleg. Casino w/$25 Casino bonus
April 12 Onesong Vintage Country Show
April 14-16 All-Star Polka Weekend Catskills
April 26-28  Lancaster, PA -  Amish Country - “Moses”
May 2-4 ARK in Kentucky
May 16-22 Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry
June 1-4 Cape Cod/Martha’s Vineyard/Whale Watch
June 26-29  Frankenmuth/Mackinac
July 11-14 Amtrack Train Ride/Greenbrier Resort
Sept 11-15 Montreal/Quebec
Sept 20 Sprague’s/Seneca Alleg. Casino w/$25 Casino bonus
Sept 27 Lucy Tour - Jamestown, NY

Watch for more exciting Tours & Dates coming soon

WXRL Tour Nights:
Feb 8  Pane’s Restaruant - N. Tonawanda  7pm
Feb 9 Knights - Union Road Cheektowaga 7pm
Tour Nights are Free. Reservations are required. 
Call WXRL at 716-681-1313 to attend. 
Coffee, Doughnuts, Door Prizes

SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 716-773-7676

LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY
Lutheran Church of the Messiah

Pastor Timothy Anas

www.messiahlewiston.org
Now Live Streaming

Come worship with us at 8:15am and 10:00am
Sunday School Hour at 9:00am

535 Division St. Twin City Highway 

OPEN DAILY! MON - SAT: 7AM - 8:30PM 
SUN 7AM - 7PM

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

VISIT US ON THE WEB FOR 
OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS

themarketinthesquare.com

On Tuesday, February 7th the Lewiston Senior 
Club will sponsor a speaker Linda Johnson. 

The Lewiston Assessor to speak on 
Property Taxes and Property 
Exemption. This will begin at 

11:30am at the Lewiston Senior 
Services Center located at 

4361 Lower River Road, Youngstown. 
All are welcome.

Attention Lewiston 
Residents

Village of Lewiston Residents
Scan the QR code below or visit

wnypapers.com for your 
2023 Newsletter

ATTENTION 

*** ELECTION 2023 ***

Sheeran running for reelection
The Hon. Thomas J. Sheeran 

announced he would seek a 
ninth, four-year term of offi ce as 
Lewiston town justice. Sheeran, 
a long-time faculty member at 
Niagara University, is completing 
his eighth term this year. In pre-
vious election cycles, the Demo-
crat, Republican, Independence 
and Conservative parties have all 
endorsed Sheeran’s reelection ef-
forts. 

A graduate of Ithaca College, 
Sheeran earned master’s degrees 
from Ithaca College and from Ni-
agara University, and a doctorate 
from SUNY at Buffalo. Further, 
Sheeran has completed 32 years 
of advanced judicial training con-
ducted by the New York State 
Offi ce of Court Administration. 
Additionally, Sheeran is a senior 
member of the New York State 
Advisory Committee on Judicial 
Ethics, a committee that provides 
guidance to judges at all levels of 
New York’s judiciary on the rules 
that govern judicial behavior. 

Sheeran is the author of over 
125 scholarly articles, mono-
graphs, and a book. In addition, 

he has presented dozens of pa-
pers and workshops at confer-
ences across the U.S., Canada 
and Asia. 

Sheeran has been the judge of 
record in well over 120,000 cas-
es and has conducted over 600 
trials. In addition, Sheeran has 
shared his expertise and experi-

ences with numerous community 
groups, including the Lewiston 
seniors, high school classes at 
Lewiston-Porter and Niagara 
Wheatfi eld, and with faculty, staff 
and students at Niagara Universi-
ty, NCCC, SUNY at Buffalo, Buf-
falo State University, D’Youville 
University and Union College. As 
a former member of the faculty of 
the Judicial Institute, Sheeran has 
taught judicial ethics to new and 
veteran judges across New York.

When asked about his reason 
for wanting to continue to serve 
as town justice, Sheeran said, 
“This is an opportunity to extend 
my professional life as an educa-
tor into the community; there 
is no better forum for making 
change in people’s lives then in 
our local courts.” 

Sheeran regularly sentences 
young offenders to write papers 
or to perform community ser-
vice “as a means to refl ect on the 
circumstances that got them in 
trouble in the fi rst place.”

Over the past several years, 
Sheeran and his colleague, the 
Hon. Hugh C. Gee, have contin-

ued to examine ways to increase 
the effi ciency of the Lewiston 
Courts. 

Sheeran said, “The Town of 
Lewiston Courts are widely rec-
ognized as a model for the ef-
fi ciency and effectiveness of the 
way in which local courts should 
be operated. In the most recent 
data from the New York State 
Comptroller’s Offi ce, Lewiston’s 
courts rank in the top 10% of the 
busiest town and village courts 
across New York state, and the 
sixth-busiest town court in West-
ern New York.”

A highly respected member of 
the Lewiston community, Sheer-
an is a member of the New York 
State Magistrates Association, 
and past president of the Niagara 
County Magistrates Association. 
Additionally, Sheeran currently 
serves as the fi rst vice president 
of the New York State Magis-
trate’s Association, and will prog-
ress to the association presidency 
in two years. Further, Sheeran 
has been listed in Who’s Who in 
America, Who’s Who in Ameri-
can Education, Men of Distinc-

tion, and Who’s Who of Emerging 
Leaders of America. 

Over the past 46 years, Sheeran 
has served the Lewiston commu-
nity as a member of the town’s 
Planning and Zoning boards, as a 
member of the Lewiston Business 
and Professional Association, as a 
Cub Scout leader, and as a coach 
in the Niagara Pioneer Soccer 
League. In addition, Sheeran 
served as swimming coach at 
Niagara University for 12 years, 
and initiated the women’s com-
petitive swimming program. His 
accomplishments as Niagara’s 
swimming coach earned Sheeran 
election to the Niagara University 
Athletic Hall of Fame.

Sheeran was fi rst elected to the 
bench in 1991 and has been re-
elected every four years since his 
initial election.

Sheeran has been married 
to the former Maureen Flynn 
for 53 years; has two children: 
Meaghan, a graduate of Syracuse 
University, and Brendan, a gradu-
ate of Niagara University; and two 
grandchildren, Jack and Rian, 
both students at Lewiston-Porter. 

Judge Thomas J. Sheeran

White House correspondent April Ryan is featured speaker at NU’s MLK celebration
By Niagara University

Niagara University will wel-
come White House correspon-
dent April Ryan as the featured 
speaker during its annual cel-
ebration of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s legacy. The presen-
tation takes place at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, in the Rus-
sell J. Salvatore Dining Com-
mons on the Niagara University 
campus. The event is free and 
open to the public.

Ryan is a political analyst 
for CNN and the Washington, 
D.C., bureau chief for TheGrio. 
From January 1997 to Novem-
ber 2020, she served in these 

roles for American Urban Radio 
Networks. Her unique vantage 
point as the only Black female 
reporter covering urban issues 
from the White House has af-
forded her unusual insight into 
the racial sensitivities, issues 
and attendant political strug-
gles of this nation’s past presi-
dents. 

Ryan is a member of the Na-
tional Press Club and one of 
only three African Americans 
to have served on the board of 
the prestigious White House 
Correspondents Association. 
Her work has been featured in 
magazines including Essence, 

Vogue, Cosmopolitan and Elle, 
and she is the author of “The 
Presidency in Black and White,” 
“At Mama’s Knee: Mothers and 
Race in Black and White,” and 
“Under Fire: Reporting from the 
Front Lines of the Trump White 
House.”

In 2019, Ryan became an hon-
orary member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc., and was rec-
ognized with the 2019 Freedom 
of the Press Award by the Re-
porters Committee for Freedom 
of the Press. She was also nomi-

nated in 2021 for the NAACP 
Image Award for Social Justice 
Impact. 

For more information, contact 
the Offi ce of Student Affairs at 
716-286-8405.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Black Forest Property 
Solutions LLC. Art. Of Org. filed Sec’y of State 
(SSNY) 11/7/2022. Office Location: Niagara 
County. Street Address of principal business loca-
tion: c/o The Limited Liability Company, 4965 
Ridge Road, Lockport, NY 14094. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process: c/o The Limited Liability 
Company, 4965 Ridge Road, Lockport, NY 14094. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
Tribune/Sentinel
December 16 and 23 and January 6, 13, 20 and 
27, 2023 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Jen’s Magical Memories, 
LLC.  Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York on 12/12/22. Office 
Location: Niagara County. WNY Accounting & 
Tax is designated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. Mail process to: PO Box 367, 
Hamburg, NY 14075. Purpose: any lawful activity.
Tribune/Sentinel
December 16 and 23 and January 6, 13, 20 and 
27, 2023
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