
Friday, September 27, 2024Friday, September 27, 2024             3Tribune/SentinelTribune/Sentinel

Presented by
Dr. Glenda R.

Rose
Chiropractor

 

Sick and Tired of being Tired?

  Fatigue and tiredness are symptoms 
with many possible causes. 
Not getting enough sleep is an obvious 

TestingSM and chiropractic analysis at our 

body, undermine health and prevent 
healing. There are six common barriers 
to healing or “stressors” that Nutrition 
Response Testing identities and ad-
dresses in its analysis: Food Sensitives, 
Immune Challenges, Metal Toxicities, 
Chemical Toxicities, Scars and Post-
Pandemic Factors. Chiropractic ad-
dresses nerve stress by correcting spinal 
misalignment. 

by one or more stressors, the brain’s com-

your body’s innate ability to heal.  The 

starts to Mal-function.  

body is less and less at ease, and over time 
it becomes Dis-eased.  The last thing that 
shows up as your body tries to cope with 
environmental stressors are Symptoms.  

  Symptoms don’t happen overnight. 
-

dis-ease and tissue damage in the body, 
but not its exact location or the underly-
ing cause(s). 

your tiredness and other symptoms, call 
(716)754-9039.
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9am Sunday School and Coffee Hour
10am Worship Hour - Live Streaming
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Town of Lewiston discusses proposed changes 
to Environmental Commission; 

Broderick pledges support for environment
PART I BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

The Town of Lewiston held a 
highly anticipated regular meet-
ing Monday at Town Hall. De-
spite a Bills-Jags “Monday Night 
Football” game that evening, a 
good-sized crowd visited to learn 
more about a new topic of inter-
est. Namely, the status of the 
Town of Lewiston Environmental 
Commission and possible plans 
for its restructuring. 

The session led off with a pub-
lic hearing on Local Law No. 4 
of 2024: “Adoption of a local law 
terminating the Environmental 
Conservation Commission and 
creating the Planning Environ-
mental Review Board. Said law is 
intended to eliminate the Town 
of Lewiston Conservation Com-
mission and redefi ne the Town 
of Lewiston Planning Board as 
the Planning and Environmental 
Review Board together for es-
tablishing all appropriate author-
ity therein,” Acting Clerk Tamra 
Burns said.

Announced at the Town Board’s 
Sept. 9 work session, news of the 
disbanding went on to spur ques-
tions and comments as to why, 
from the River Region commu-
nity – particularly as northern 
Niagara County continues to 
deal with a number of environ-
mental concerns on the town’s 
northern border with Porter 
(the 191-acre Niagara Falls Stor-
age Site on Pletcher Road, where 
the U.S. Army Corps has begun a 
large-scale, half-billion-dollar-plus 
remediation project to remove 
high-level radioactive contamina-
tion associated with the World 
War II Manhattan Project; CWM 
Chemical Services LLC on Balm-
er Road, which has been involved 
in a nearly two-decades-long ap-
plication process with the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation to reopen its haz-
ardous waste landfi lling opera-
tions that closed down in 2015; 
relations with Modern Corpora-
tion, which operates a municipal 
landfi ll, recycling and other ser-
vices at facilities on Pletcher and 
Model City roads). 

The public hearing included 10 
speakers, with many opposed to 
the proposal. 

Tim Henderson, a retired 30-
year town employee, explained, 
“Since 1991 as Lewiston’s envi-
ronment goes, nothing has re-
ally changed. If anything, there’s 
more challenges that have been 
created. … To dissolve the com-
mission at this time, I think it’s ill 
advised. It’s sending the wrong 
message to the waste industry, 
for one.” 

Resident Mary Flang, a past 
member of Residents Organized 
for Lewiston’s Environment 

(ROLE), said the town is “going 
backwards” with its plans to dis-
band. 

She was joined by current and 
former Environmental Commis-
sion members who spoke their 
minds on the issue.

Dr. Mark Gallo, a biology pro-
fessor at Niagara University, 29-
year resident and current mem-
ber of the Planning Board and its 
Environmental Commission, dis-
cussed the need to continue the 
functions of the commission and 
its stewardship for the area’s nat-
ural resources, but with perhaps 
a different operations structure. 

“It’s one thing for folks to have 
a knee-jerk reaction to things. 
But I think it’s also important to 
really, fi ght through these things 
and ask, ‘Are we doing the right 
things?’ I think that we are,” Gallo 
said. “Ensuring our compliance 
with state and federal regula-
tions, we have a Planning Board, 
and they do a wonderful job with 
this. Every one of these things 
has been thoroughly addressed 
by people such as Tim Masters 
(town building and code enforce-
ment offi cer), and the rest of the 
people I’ve worked with on that 
board. I’m really impressed.”

He went on to argue for some 
form of an environmental com-
mission to address many of to-
day’s issues, including microplas-
tics found at the Water Pollution 
Control Center; the presence of 
viruses in waterways and other 
sources; managing “forever 
chemicals” such as PCBs in land-
fi lls; and climate change challeng-
es, such as excessive precipita-
tion events and fl ooding.

“These are things that you’re 
going to have to deal with, and 
soon in the waste stream. So, 
some of these things are top-
ics that could come in whatever 
board, commission, survives 
this,” Gallo said.

Regarding a new commission’s 
oversight and engaging the com-
munity in the future, he suggest-
ed a combined group of members 
with professional backgrounds 
might have greater effect in man-
aging the town’s environmental 
problems: “I think that’s where 
a board, like a commission, sepa-
rate from the Planning Board, 
may be able to do things that a 
Planning Board can’t. 

“I think maybe an Environmen-
tal Commission could be tasked 
with things like that, educational, 
engaging” to make sure we’re on 
the right path.

Responding, Supervisor Steve 
Broderick said, “I’m 100% for the 
environment.” He spoke of his 
work as a Niagara River Green-
way Commission member; the 
success in achieving Lewiston’s 
designation as a “Smart Com-

munity,” the town’s selections 
of Gallo and Zach Collister, cur-
rent chair of the Environmental 
Commission and Planning Board 
member, for their expertise; and 
current efforts to appoint a DEC 
air quality engineer as a Planning 
Board member. 

Broderick also commented to 
Gallo, “I appreciate what you said 
about the (Environmental Com-
mission) defi ciencies, that aren’t 
being done. So, for people to paint 
a picture that the Environmental 
Board is doing all these won-
derful things, hate to say, they 
haven’t been. We’re trying to get 
that where it’s going to happen. 

“I’m all for protecting every-
thing that everybody’s talking 
about. I want to do it more than 
we ever have. But it’s not being 
done.”

Gallo responded, “To your 
point, I think we have to see how 
we can make that happen. … To 
continue to exist would be great, 
(but) how do we empower it to 
do these things? (The) regula-
tions behind that commission 
(and what it’s) supposed to do is 
insane.”

Gallo said he supported Brod-
erick’s thoughts on improving the 
board’s functions and eliminating 
the burden on individuals: “That’s 
what I’m for and I think many 
people are that way. I am sure you 
feel the same way, too. I feel we 
have to sit back and think about 
it.”

Broderick agreed. 
“I want to tell people tonight, 

we’re making no decision,” he 
said. “This a work in progress. 
And Mark has volunteered to 
come in and work with myself, 
the attorney, (Councilwoman) 
Sara Waechter and Tim Masters 
into make this … everything the 
Environmental does on the Plan-
ning Board, make sure nothing 
falls through the cracks. So, that 
is the intention. We are changing 
our focus.”

In his remarks, Collister said, 

“Steve, I agree with you. … I 100% 
believe we should be more active, 
but at the Town Board’s direc-
tion.” 

Collister admitted the current 
Environmental Commission has 
had its faults and has not been 
proactive enough. Collister, like 
current member Matt Feldman 
and past member Brock Davey 
who also spoke, suggested the 
commission has been function-
ing recently. He commented that 
it has been more like a review 
board on considering planning is-
sues like subdivisions rather than 
focusing on the environment. 

“So, I’m 100% on board with 
streamlining government. … So, 
the local law as it stands does 
not cover what the environmen-
tal commission does. It does not 
have the investigative (mindset),” 
Collister said. 

Feldman went on to note the 
town “has two pages worth of gaps 
that have not been addressed yet. 
If those are addressed and the 
Environmental Commission can 
be a proactive commission, that’s 
one thing. Right now, it’s just a re-
view board.”

Feldman closed by comment-
ing that the commission should 
not be working on planning con-
cerns but rather on environmen-
tal issues: “Please come and talk 
with the Environmental Conser-
vation Commission. Let’s work 
together as a town; let’s focus and 
prioritize the environmental is-
sues.”

In his remarks, Masters stated 
he supports “reconfi rming the 
role of the Environmental Com-
mission” and its move to the Plan-
ning Board. “I’m all about stream-
lining government … to say I’m 
anti-environment couldn’t be fur-
ther from the truth.”

 He went on to add that, in his 
belief, the town has, indeed, been 
environmentally friendly. Masters 
noted the past involvement of nu-
merous offi cials and their knowl-
edge, work and their dedication. 

He suggested a more focused ap-
proach among all parties is a bet-
ter answer. 

“I believe that the Planning 
Board, if they have a subcommit-
tee or ad-hoc committee, could do 
a better job” on this.

Concluding the nearly hour-
long discussions, Broderick said, 
“What we’ve decided to do … 
we’re going to leave the public 
hearing open; this a working doc-
ument. We do not want anything 
to slip through the cracks; we do 
care about the environment. 

“Right now, there is no environ-
mental oversight; it’s not working 
the way it was designed, at all 
right now. … We are going to cre-
ate a subcommittee of the Plan-
ning Board, environmental, to do 
exactly what Zach said, exactly 
what Mark said. We don’t want 
any aspect of the Environmental 
Commission to fall through the 
cracks.”

A full text of the proposed Local 
Law No. 4 can be viewed on the 
town’s website, www.townofl ewis-
ton.us. 

Part II will recap comments from 
visiting Morgan Farms residents; 
discussions by WPCC administra-
tor Jeff Ritter on backfl ow preven-
ters and their function; a brewing 
controversy over a Townline Road 
business; and a look at the town’s 
proposed 2025 budget. 
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