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PAINTING

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTING CO.

3 rooms 
starting at $285
Price includes:

Sherwin 
Williams Paint

716-583-5365 

PRINTING SERVICES

CHARGE 
       IT!

We proudly accept
Visa, MasterCard 

and Discover 
for placing ads

Niagara Frontier
Publications

Call...716-773-7676

TRANSPORTATION

NIAGARA COUNTY’S 
RURAL NIAGARA 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Serving Niagara County 

NCCC/BOCES

Shopping Malls

Hospitals

Human Service Agencies 
Monday-Friday 

$2.00 Fare
716-285-9357

INSURANCE

Mike Neal
Agent

2908 Military Road
Niagara Falls

716-297-5566

PAINTING

716-903-6966 
716-773-3023

 PLUMBING
Need Work Done?
Best Prices Around!

FREE ESTIMATES
10% DISCOUNT

716-603-0327
EMERGENCY: 

716-448-8967

PLUMBING

To Advertise 
in the

Call Jeff at
Niagara Frontier 

Publications
716-773-7676

or email
tribune@wnypapers.com

  Niagara County

Tribune/Sentinel

BASEMENTS

JC Enterprises
716-507-9015

♦TOXIC BLACK MOLD 
Treatment with Deodorizer 

   Starting at $199
♦Leaky Wall Crack
     Starting at $295

♦Repair All Basement Wall Types 

A-1 Basement &
Crawlspace - Warning!
Mold is a Dangerous &

Serious Health Risk! 

Maloney Paving & 
General Contracting LLC

Residential & Commercial Paving
Driveways & Parking Lots

Seal Coating

716-804-4234
FREE ESTIMATES

PAVING

716-297-2901
www.hwbrykandsons.com

 Generac authorized 
sales and service

“Let our family take care 
of your family”

GENERATORS

STONEWORKS

CHIMNEY REPAIR 
FIREPLACES 

BRICK - BLOCK 
STONE & CONCRETE

GEORDIE DAVEY 
716-940-0340

WWW.STONEWORKSWNY.COM

STONEWORKS

FOUNDATIONS/WATERPROOFING

CONSTRUCTION

Since 1957

Basement Wall Coatings
Foundations Reinforced & Rebuilt
Mold removal Wall crack repair
Basements cleaned, disinfected
Bsmnt. walls repaired/reinforced

716-838-3519

❒
❒
❒
❒
❒

Free estimates by owner, Paul
PGWoodsconstruction.com

HOUSE
POWERWASHING

CONCRETE CLEANING
 AND SEALING

716-694-2711
WWW.DANDSDECK.COM

D&S DECK 
& FENCE STAINING

Over 50 Years Experience

DECKS

Mowing 
Mulch Application
Gutter Cleaning
Spring & Fall Clean-up
Power Washing
Leaf clean-up & removal
Brush & bush removal
Downed tree removal

716-291-8605

LAWN CARE

716-946-3364
2921 Niagara Falls Blvd. 14120

wheatfieldgardenandgifts.com

AMISH SHEDS

PAINTING

UNITED PAINTING 
& PLASTERING

Painting 
Plastering  

Staining 
Drywall

Kitchen Painting

C O M M E R C I A L  &  R E S I D E N T I A L
Interior & Exterior (2 yr Warranty)

Louisunitedpainting@gmail.com
“Not All Doctors Are The Same”

716-292-4576

10% OFF

NIAGARA 
COUNTY
SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

To place an ad in this section, please call NFP: 716-773-7676, Fax: 716-773-7190 or 

E-mail: TribuneSales@wnypapers.com or SentinelSales@wnypapers.com
NFP does not knowingly accept false advertising. Customer beware & thoroughly research any advertising before answering.
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NIAGARA 
FRONTIER 
PUBLICATIONS

 WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE! 

Courage and tradition: Through the eyes of the fi refi ghters
BY KAREN CARR KEEFE
Senior Contributing Writer
Part I

The Tribune/Sentinel had the op-
portunity to talk with several longtime 
fi refi ghters and three women fi refi ghters 
who are taking leadership roles in the 
Adams Fire Co. of Wheatfi eld. The occa-
sion was the fi re company’s 100th anni-
versary installation dinner on April 20.

We are pleased to share their stories 
as the fi re company celebrates a century 
of service to the community.

Bob Leaderstorf 
and Bob Wiegand

Bob Leaderstorf is a 50-year mem-
ber and, at age 90, is the second-oldest 
in the fi re company. He has served as 
president, a member of the board of di-
rectors, treasurer, and worked on other 
previous company fundraising func-
tions such as bingo and chowder sales. 
He is what’s called an exempt member, 
and is classifi ed as a life member, as 
well.

“The equipment, the training – ev-
erything is different, Leaderstorf said. 
“It’s more involved, more complex. I 
don’t think I could do that anymore.”

“Being a member of the company for 
all these years, I had a lot of different 
roles,” he said. “It’s very important to 
be a volunteer.”

Bob Wiegand is a 60-year member of 
the company. Now an exempt member, 
he served as assistant chief, second 
assistant chief, a member of the board 
of directors, training offi cer, safety offi -
cer, treasurer and “everyday fi reman.”

He has followed his family’s tradition 
of being a volunteer fi refi ghter, which 
Wiegand regards as a higher calling. 
He said for him, and a lot of the fi re-
fi ghters, they join because it’s part of 
their heritage.

“It’s not a question whether you’re 
going to join or not – you join, that’s 
it,” Wiegand said. “People have said 
to me, ‘How could you do this all the 
time?’ Well, when you pull people out 
of a house that’s burning, save kids, 
animals, you don’t worry so much 
about the property because that can 
be replaced. But when you save human 
beings, it’s gratifying.”

Wiegand spoke of the courage it 
takes to go into a building full of smoke 
when you can’t see what’s right in front 
of you, and you’re searching for some-
body.

“The ceiling can come down, the 
walls can come down. You have no idea 
what’s going to happen,” he said.

“My grandfather (John Wiegand) 
was one of the founding members,” 
Wiegand said. The Sawyer Creek Ho-
tel on Niagara Falls Boulevard and 
Nash Road was his family home and 
his business. 

“At the time, 1924, they needed a 
fi re department,” he said. “Mr. (Wil-
liam) Adams – hence Adams Fire Co. 
– he donated some property. And there 
were some of the other farmers there. 
They all formed Adams Fire Co., and 
the fi rehall sat next to the bar until 
1950, and then they moved to the pres-
ent location on Nash Road. Originally, 

the fi re calls came into the bar. They 
blew the siren from the bar – every 
night at 6 o’clock.

“When I was a little kid, that was a 
big deal – I could pull the siren.”

Wiegand’s dad, Joseph, was in the 
fi re company before him. He was the 
chief, president, and held just about 
every offi cial post with the company, 

his son said. His mother, Dorothy, was 
involved in the auxiliary. Both of Wie-
gand’s parents also were involved with 
the Western New York and state fi re 
association. Four of his uncles were 
fi refi ghters, as well.

He joined the department at 18, 
along with his close childhood friend, 
Tom Sell, who recently passed away.

“From when I joined in 1964, to what 
it is now – it’s night and day,” Wiegand 
said. “A lot of it’s training, equipment, 
response times, the amount of the calls. 
We’ve had years we had 800 calls.” Now 
pagers and other new equipment make 
communications so much better in the 
company’s response to calls, he noted.

The population of Wheatfi eld has 
grown, making additional work for the 
company to keep up with the town’s 
growth. 

“It’s diffi cult getting help,” Wiegand 
said. 

He explained he can relate from his 
earlier years of serving with the com-
pany: “There are days I’ve gone to a 
fi re – just me,” starting the fi refi ghting 
alone before anyone else got there. 

“Back then, volunteer fi re depart-
ments were the nucleus of the commu-
nity. Everything revolved around them. 
The people all belonged to it, the func-
tions were there – the fi eld days, the 
chowders. That doesn’t happen now. 
People do not have time.”

Wiegand said national data on re-
cruitment shows, “You can have them 
from 18 to 25. You’re not going to see 
them again from 25 to 45, when they’re 
raising their families. So, you either get 
them now or you get them later.”

Adams Fire Co. has a Junior Fire-
fi ghter program for those age 12-18. 
“We’ve graduated quite a few out of 
that” who have become members, Wie-
gand noted. To apply for membership 
in the program, go to https://www.ad-
amsfi reco.com/join/junior-fi remen/. 

Bob Wiegand, left, and Robert Leaderstorf.
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