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Rock Burger plans to expand
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lofty goals he’s set for the restaurant looking forward.
“I got something that’s unique
and that nobody else does. My
goal is to become the ﬁrst stuffed
burger chain in America,” he says.
From the looks of it, Lizardo
seems well on his way.
Business has been booming
pretty much since the ﬁrst stuffed
patty hit the grill, largely through
word of mouth. The company’s
Facebook page is now ﬂooded
with testimonials from customers
sharing their personal experiences, a few even detailing hours-long
drives to make the pilgrimage to
the restaurant, some for the ﬁrst
time, others for the umpteenth
time.
“We’ve got customers that come
in three, four, ﬁve times a week.
We’ve got people who’ve gotten
the same burger for, like, three
years straight, man,” Lizardo says.
For the uninitiated, Rock Burger
has made a name for itself with
an eye-popping array of stuffed
burgers. Its regular menu alone
features a seemingly endless variety of incredible creations including specialty burgers stuffed with
mushrooms, mac & cheese, chicken cutlets and/or jalapeno poppers.
For those with a more daring
sense of appetite, the menu also
features a sweeter variety of burger: some ﬁlled with Oreo’s, peanut
butter cups or even cheesecake.
Don’t worry: These burgers aren’t
topped with regular condiments
like ketchup and mustard (unless
you wanted that).
Each specialty burger is individually optimized to showcase
and enhance whatever ﬂavor it
is stuffed with. The “Reese’s Extreme,” for example, is topped
with a strawberry glaze while
the “French Oops” – essentially
a bowl of french onion soup on a
bun – has french onion and mozzarella topping covering the top of
the bun itself.
One of the restaurant’s biggest
draws is the limited-time-only
specialty burgers, which Lizardo
posts to social media throughout the week. While some have
returned throughout the years,
many are only available that week,
giving these creations a “get-itbefore-it’s-gone” collector appeal.
This week saw the return of the
fan-favorite “Ravioli Burger,” as
well as the unveiling of “the Macho Man,” which was stuffed w/
cool ranch Doritos & cheese, and
topped with (of course) Slim-Jims.
If you’re wondering how Lizardo comes up with his inventions,
you’re possibly overthinking it.
While he admits he keeps a
“Burger Bible” close by to work
on some ideas, most are simply
created on the spot.
“Most of my ideas come from
just looking at stuff and using my
right brain and saying, ‘Well, I bet
you that would be good and this
will be good.’ Then I’ll make it, I’ll
try it, and then I’ll sell it that morning,” Lizardo says.
Due to the seemingly endless
possibilities, he says he’s constantly solicited with ideas from
customers trying to come up with
something that he hasn’t thought
of.
So far, no one has.
“I’ve done thousands of burgers
and I’ve yet to have somebody tell
me an idea that I haven’t already
done or I have plans to do,” Lizardo says. “I get ideas from people
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While one never knows what will be stuffed into a Rock Burger, the end result
is the same: delicious burgerness. (Image courtesy of Rock Burger)

every day. ‘Oh, I wish you would
do this kind of burger.’ Well, we did
that burger on Nov. 7 of last year.
But you know, it’s cool, because I
always want to ﬁnd that one burger
that I can do that somebody told
me to do and I can say, ‘hey, this
was inspired from this person.’ ”
Does it all sound crazy?
Sure it does, but it works.
And Lizardo says that’s kind of
the point.
He says he hopes that his restaurant’s success can help inspire
people to realize their most far-out
ideas.
“The goal really is to just inspire
other people to try any idea they
have, even if it’s as crazy as putting cheesecake inside of a burger
and selling it and having it actually working, “Lizardo says. “Don’t

think it’s crazy until you try it.
There’s always going to be those
people that say ‘Ew, I wouldn’t
do that,’ but those are the same
people who get that burger every
single time for the last hundred
times.”
The Niagara Falls location is
open, and Rock Burger fans can
keep their eyes peeled and their
appetites ready for the following
locations:
√ 2810 Union Road, Cheektowaga (Grand opening July 7)
√ 1750 Niagara Falls Blvd.,
Tonawanda (August 2020)
√ 4068 North Buffalo St., Orchard Park (Expected opening August/September 2020)
√ 1754 Mount Hope Ave., Rochester (Expected opening September/October 2020)
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Sun 12pm-10pm
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Online Reservations
Reservation & order takeout at
FujiGrillNY.com or text FUJIGRILL to 33733
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Dirty Windows?
WINDOWS - GUTTERS - HOUSEWASHING
CALL TODAY
FOR SUMMER
SPECIALS!

773-7580

www.kleenwindows.com

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES
H.W. Bryk & Sons

CMC Concrete

4300 Military Rd.
297-2901

7600 Packard Rd.
807-2424

Capital Management Group
of Niagara

Confetti Cottage

6928 Williams Rd.
297-0981

Capitol Cleaners
1227 Main St.
297-8663

Casa Nova Restaurant
3041 Military Rd.
297-9544

7917 Buffalo Ave.
371-2199

Cooper Sign Co, Old Glory Flag
7350 Porter Rd
297-2340

Cornerstone CFCU
6485 Transit Rd.
434-2290

Christina Kramp - Howard Hanna

Council Opticians
of Niagara Falls

914 Maple Rd
523-7769

7600 Third Ave.
298-8182

