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Q&A: Kenny Wayne Shepherd brings new blues festival to Artpark
Guitar virtuoso curates inaugural ‘Backroads Blues Festival’ tour with his band, Buddy Guy, Christone ‘Kingfish’ Ingram
BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor
Forging something out of nothing is, well, nothing new for blues
rocker and ﬁve-time Grammy
Award nominee Kenny Wayne
Shepherd.
At the age of 7, he picked up a
guitar and trained himself to perform songs originally crafted by
masters with myriad years of musical experience under their belts.
By 13, he was signed to a record
deal. At 21, he released “Trouble
Is …” and the chart-topping single
“Blue on Black.”
Though he didn’t have a template for success, Shepherd knew
he loved music – and making memorable songs was his only goal.
What followed has been a string of
Gold and Platinum albums.
On the popular site AllMusic.
com, Steve Huey wrote, “His aggressive, clean, and meaty, rocking country-blues style has sent all
but one of his albums to the top of
the blues charts and seven of his
singles into the Top Ten.”
Shepherd recently announced
the debut of his “Backroads Blues
Festival” – a tour in which he
serves as both curator and featured performer. The show visits
Artpark in Lewiston at 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 16.
Alongside the Kenny Wayne
Shepherd Band on this inaugural
trek is blues legend Buddy Guy
and recent Grammy winner Christone “Kingﬁsh” Ingram.
A press release noted, “The
overall concept for ‘Backroads
Blues Festival’ is an extension
of his award-winning ‘10 Days
Out: Blues from the Backroads’
ﬁlm and album project that saw

(Shepherd) bring his band and a
portable studio on the road to join
forces with both notable and unheralded blues artists, documenting those collaborations along the
way (including Etta Baker, Pinetop
Perkins, Honeyboy Edwards, Lazy
Lester, Willie ‘Big Eyes’ Smith, Hubert Sumlin and B.B. King, among
others.”
Guy said, “I’m excited to be
part of the ﬁrst annual ‘Backroads
Blues Festival’ and back out with
Kenny Wayne and looking forward
to jamming with Kenny and Kingﬁsh.”
Ingram added, “To be back touring again is really great, and the
opportunity to join Mr. Guy and
Mr. Shepherd on stage will be electric. These tour dates will be lots of
fun.”
Shepherd offered more details
in a recent phone interview. An edited Q&A follows.
Q: We have had quite an eclectic
summer of music at Artpark, and
this is going to be another cherry
on top of a great season. We’re excited about this festival that you’ve
curated, and we’re looking forward
to having you out this way.
Kenny Wayne Shepherd:
Yeah, man, I’m looking forward
to it, too. You know, this is the
ﬁrst year. It’s the inaugural run.
And, frankly, I don’t think we really could have launched this thing
with a better lineup. I mean, Buddy Guy, who’s the great, current,
reigning king of the blues; and
then you have me and my band,
Kenny Wayne Shepherd Band; and
then “Kingﬁsh,” Christone “Kingﬁsh” Ingram. So, you got like three
different generations representing
some of the hottest talent in the

Kenny Wayne Shepherd is touring with the legendary Buddy Guy on the first
“Backroads Blues Festival.” Also joining them is Christone “Kingfish” Ingram.
(Images courtesy of Kenny Wayne Shepherd management)

genre today.
I think it’s a killer lineup. And it’s
a great way to establish the brand
and set it up for future tours, because this is supposed to be an annual touring event.
Q: When you announced this,
you only announced six stops. We’re
fortunate to be among the six stops.
How did you determine what places
and what venues you wanted to take
this to?
Kenny Wayne Shepherd:
Well, it was a group effort between
management and booking agents,
really. But, I mean, if you look historically at my touring schedule,
we spend a noticeable amount of
time up in the Northeast and stuff,
and kind of the Midwest. We have
a really strong, dependable fanbase up there. And so, when we’re
trying to launch something brandnew like this, I think the goal is to
try and go to the place that you
think it’s going to be well-received.
And that certainly includes your
area, for sure.
Q: For the three people who don’t
know Buddy Guy at this point, what
kind of special performance can
they look forward to?
Kenny Wayne Shepherd:
Well, Buddy is like – he always has
been – an electrifying performer –
both his instrument and his persona, and what he brings to the table.

I guess one of the most notable
things, to me, as a fan, is Jimi Hendrix was a fan – and was inspired
by Buddy Guy. Jimi Hendrix used
to go to Buddy Guy concerts and
sit like on the front row, and take
notes. And I think watching Buddy
Guy, and the way he performed
on stage and the way he played –
with such freedom on the guitar – I
think Hendrix took a lot from that.
And Hendrix is arguably the greatest guitar player of all time. And
Buddy Guy was one of his heroes.
So, that right there, if you’re not
familiar with Buddy, that should be
enough to get you in the door, right
there. But you know, this guy’s one
of the last real direct links, lineagewise, to an era of Chicago blues
music with the likes of Muddy Waters and Howlin’ Wolf and all those
guys from that era – most of which
are no longer with us. So, I mean,
this is American history, American
music, and a great American entertainer.
Q: “Kingﬁsh,” of course, has been
tearing it up of late. What do you like
about what he brings to the table?
Kenny Wayne Shepherd: Well,
I like that, ﬁrst of all, he’s young;
his career started really young.
Watching him and his experience
in that way reminds me a lot of myself and some of our other peers
who also came up as young people

doing this music. But he’s bringing his own personality to it. He’s
a great performer. He’s got killer
chops. And, you know, he’s from
Mississippi, and I’m from Louisiana. And Buddy Guy is from Louisiana. So, it’s like we’re all kind of
gathering from down south, the
same area, and so there’s that connection, as well.
Q: If it was just the two of them
playing, it’d be a great show; but I
can’t tell you how many people have
told me how excited they are to see
you live up on stage.
Kenny Wayne Shepherd: I’ve
been performing live for going on
30 years, and so one of the things
that we did from the very beginning is establish my band as a
band that is a live act; you know,
that’s what we do best. It’s like,
if you’ve got our records – if you
think a record sounds good – you
come see the live concert; and it’s
an even better experience live than
listening to it on the record.
That’s one of the core things
that’s enabled us to continue selling out venues, is that people know,
when they come, they’re going to
get a top-notch show, and it’s going
to be exciting from the downbeat
– from the very ﬁrst note – to the
very last note.
I’m really excited about it, obviously. I mean, this has kind of been
my idea, you know, my pet project,
that we’ve kind of been building
and working towards for several
years now. And this is the ﬁrst run,
and I’m excited about it.
But I thought that it was only appropriate the lineup should happen
with Buddy Guy closing the show,
because of who he is, his stature
and seniority and everything.
So, you know, people are going to get a great show. I mean,
these are the three bands that really know how to bring the energy,
really know how to entertain the
crowd. And like I said before, it’s
three different generations from
the same genre, and everybody’s
at the top of their game.

Volunteer positions available for Northwest Jazz Festival

HELP
WANTED

The Northwest Jazz Festival in
historic Lewiston, NY will take
place Friday and Saturday, Aug.
26-27. The event will highlight
local, international and North
American jazz artists including
Sally Terrell, John DiMartino,

Classified Coordinator/Designer
Niagara Frontier Publications has an opening for a

qualified individual to fill the position of a Part-time
Classified Coordinator. Duties will include

answering classifieds calls, writing orders and
typing. Assisting design department with ad

design if needed. Good typing, spelling, grammar,
organizational and phone skills are essential.

Knowledge of InDesign is helpful but not neccasary.
NFP is willing to train the right person.

Please send resume to:

Niagara Frontier Publications
1859 Whitehaven Road
Grand Island, NY 14072
or E-mail resume to: nfpassist@wnypapers.com

Local, Independently
Owned & Operated
Pharmacy Offering
Fast & Friendly Service and
FREE Local Delivery
Flu/Shingles Vaccinations
with prescription
Compounding Available

CBD OILS

Creams, Gummies, Capsules
& Topical Applications
Large Variety with Competitive Pricing
PCT Line Available for Pain, Anxiety,
,QÀDPPDWLRQ,QVRPQLD

8672 Buffalo Ave.
Niagara Falls

Stacey Kent, Corinne Mammana,
Allison Au, Emmet Cohen and
Joey DeFrancesco.
The anticipated two-day event
brings live music to Center Street,
with a select representation of the
region’s ﬁnest local food and beverage vendors – including local
wineries, distilleries and breweries.
This event cannot take place
without the support of the volunteers who help make the two-day

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

1859 WHITEHAVEN RD., GRAND ISLAND, NY
(RIGHT OFF NYS THRUWAY)

Approximately 450 sq. ft. divided
into two rooms. Common waiting area.
Some office furnishings. WiFi. Just move in!
Triple net lease.
Loading dock and
handicap accessible.

021)5,6$7

716-260-1918

www.wellnessparkpharmacy.com

event a success. Volunteer positions range from set-up/clean-up,
parking to 50/50 rafﬂe sales. Volunteers are sought for this year’s
festival.
Description and sign up times
are available online at www.lewistonjazz.com/volunteer.
A full schedule of musicians,
vendors and frequently asked
questions can be found at www.
LewistonJazz.com.

716-773-7676

