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Niagara County clerk partners
with WNY Food 4 Paws
to support families in need
Niagara County Clerk Joseph A.
Jastrzemski recently joined WNY
Food 4 Paws and other community
partners at St. Casimir’s Church
Food Pantry to introduce a service
to residents of Niagara County: pet
food pantries.
WNY Food 4 Paws is a newly created nonproﬁt whose mission is to
support food pantries that provide
pet food to families experiencing
ﬁnancial hardships. WNY Food 4
Paws works directly with manufacturers, pet supply stores, grocery
stores and community partners to
acquire pet food and other pet supplies it redistributes to established
food pantries and pet food pantries
in Niagara and Erie counties.
“Food insecurity is on the rise
across the country and in our community,” Jastrzemski said. “The
use of food banks has signiﬁcantly
increased during these difﬁcult
times, and families also need help
feeding their pets. The ability to
provide appropriate, nutritious
food for their cat or dog may be
a contributing factor that determines if a family can keep the pet
or is forced to surrender it to an
animal shelter or rescue. The bond
between people and their pets is
well known, and to hear that some
people have to choose between
feeding themselves and feeding
their pets is heartbreaking.”
The Niagara County Clerk’s ofﬁce is one of several community
partners that will host WNY Food
4 Paws donation barrels at the
Lockport, Niagara Falls and North
Tonawanda DMV ofﬁces. Members of the public are encouraged
to visit these locations and drop off

Niagara County Clerk Joseph A. Jastrzemski speaks at the WNY Food 4
Paws event with Erie County Clerk Mickey Kearns on his left.

donations of pet food and treats.
For the complete list of barrel locations, visit wnyfood4paws.org.
“My ofﬁce is thankful for the opportunity to support this important
initiative. I encourage our residents
to donate what they can – every
bag, every can of food helps,” Jastrzemski added. “It is only through
a collaborative community effort
that WNY Food 4 Paws will be successful in providing sustained support to the food pantries that serve
families with pets.”
In addition to the donation barrels at the DMV ofﬁces, a barrel
will be onsite at the 2022 Niagara

County Fair in the tent shared by
the county clerk, sheriff, and other
county departments.
For more information:
√ WNY Food 4 Paws: visit www.
wnyfood4paws.org,
√ Email: wnyfood4paws@gmail.
com,
√ Facebook WNYFood4Paws
√ Niagara County DMV: https://
www.niagaracounty.com/Departments/Motor-Vehicles-Depar tment
√ For a list of food and pet food
pantries: WNY 2.1.1

Olmsted filmmaker, historian to present
In celebration of the 200th
birthday of Frederick Law Olmsted, ﬁlmmaker Laurence Cotton will give a presentation called
“Frederick Law Olmsted: Bringing Nature to the City.” The event
will take place at 7 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 8, at the Niagara Arts and
Cultural Center (The NACC), 121
Pine Ave., Niagara Falls.
Cotton is the originator and
consulting producer to the PBS
special “Frederick Law Olmsted:
Designing America.” He will do a
deep dive into the remarkable life
and career of Olmsted – a renais-

sance-man, writer, philosopher,
social reformer, advocate for the
preservation of natural scenery,
and creator of some of the most
unique public and private parks,
gardens, academic and institutional campuses across in all of
North America. The presentation
will also give a visual tour of representative landscapes designed
by Olmsted, as well as select Olmsted landscapes in the Great
Lakes states and upstate New
York.
Cotton, based in Portland, Oregon, is a practicing public histo-

rian, writer/producer of historical ﬁlms for PBS, and a trained
cultural anthropologist. He has
worked with the tribal populations
throughout the Columbia River
watershed, and on open space acquisition and the designs of parks
and trails in Paciﬁc Northwest.
He also brings training as an interpretive naturalist, and he is a
birder and a photographer.
The presentation is free to attend and is sponsored by Niagara
Falls State Park, The NACC and
the Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy.

