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Cayuga Creek restoration project
in Town of Niagara addresses
flooding, creek improvements

A view of Cayuga Creek in the Town of Niagara. (Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper photo)

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper
continues to make progress on the
Cayuga Creek restoration project
in the Town of Niagara.
“We recently completed the
restoration phase of the Cayuga
Creek Stream and Floodplain Restoration project in the Town of Niagara,” it noted in a press release.

“For over a decade, the site has
been a regional priority for restoration and protection to help mitigate impairments along the creek,
including water quality, habitat,
and persistent ﬂooding issues.”
The document continued, “Over
many decades, a combination of
water pollution, surrounding land
use, and creek channel alterations
have left the creek’s water quality

and habitat in an impaired state,
and the surrounding community
with persistent and severe ﬂooding issues. Prior to restoration,
the section of Cayuga Creek that
ﬂowed through this site was channelized, and berms were built on
either side of the creek, disconnecting it from its historic ﬂoodplain. However, as one of the last
SEE BUFFALO, continued on Page 3

‘Lloyd Day’

The Niagara County Legislature declared Wednesday, Aug. 3, as “Lloyd
Day” in honor of Lloyd the Pittie, a dog that came to the Niagara SPCA as
a stray last month and has become a bit of a local celebrity.
Lloyd is 12 years old and is believed to be in his sunset days, as he
suffers from kidney failure and has a large tumor on his back leg. While
Niagara SPCA hopes to find Lloyd a foster home, he has enjoyed the past
month on a series of “bucket list” adventures throughout Niagara County.
Lloyd has helped raise awareness of the needs of homeless animals –
and his adventures have inspired a “Lloyd’s Legacy – Make a Shelter Dog’s
Day” program that will live on at the Niagara community animal shelter.
The program will enable many more dogs seeking their forever homes
to enjoy enriching adventures and joyful non-kennel time, while hopefully
increasing their chances of being adopted or fostered.
Pictured: Niagara County Legislator Jesse Gooch is joined by Lloyd, Niagara SPCA Board President Jennifer Pitarresi and Emily Walter, Niagara
SPCA volunteer coordinator.

‘The Ghost’ is revealed at Gallo art show
BY TIMOTHY CHIPP
Patti Thomas wanted to remain
anonymous. It’s hard nowadays,
what with exhibiting her artwork
in a museum in one of the country’s largest cities.
Thomas, who started creating canvas paintings under the
pseudonym “The Ghost” more
than a year ago, had no intention
of stepping into the spotlight created for her at Lewiston’s Gallo
Coal Fire Kitchen on July 29.
But her secret was out and Michael Hibbard, the Center Street
restaurant’s owner, was entirely
convincing.
The opportunity to give a portion of ticket and art sales to

Heart, Love & Soul in Niagara
Falls sweetened the pot, too.
“When you’re doing well, you
give back,” Thomas said shortly
after arriving at the party being
thrown in her honor. Her husband, Buffalo Bills Hall of Famer
Thurman Thomas, a willing supporter along for the ride.
Patti Thomas called the event
“a fun night of art and community.” She said the experience
of showcasing her work is humbling, whether at a restaurant
fundraiser or at a showcase in
Miami.
For it all to happen, though, the
world needed to peer into the anonymity she veiled herself in under

115 N. Water Street
Lewiston Village
g

her pseudonym.
It took the wisdom, love and
prodding of a friend whose opinion she took to heart for “The
Ghost” to become corporeal in
the art world.
“I trusted her,” Thomas said.
“And as a good friend, I listened
to what she said and realized she
was right.”
SEE EVENT, continued on Page 2
Artist Patti Thomas created a number
of paintings displayed at Gallo Coal
Fire Kitchen in Lewiston on Friday,
July 29. The event was meant to
help Thomas gain exposure in the
Niagara County art scene, according to Gallo owner Michael Hibbard. (Photo by Timothy Chipp)
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