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Niagara County provides support for businesses
that are local, and those that are Amazon

I have always been a

of Niagara, submitted a

firm believer that, while o

N shovel-ready application

government does not

to Empire State Develop-

create jobs, it can play
an important role in
creating an environment
to attract businesses

and new investment. In
Niagara County, we have
always worked hard to
promote ourselves as
open and welcoming to
businesses.

That begins with the
great work done by our team at
the Niagara County Center for
Economic Development. The
NCCED is comprised of both our
county Department of Economic
Development, led by Commis-
sioner Mike Casale, and our
Industrial Development Agency,
led by Executive Director Sue
Langdon.

The NCCED has been at the
center of our efforts to attract
the Amazon distribution ware-
house to the Town of Niagara,
and those efforts actually began
more than a decade ago. Back
then, the NCCED and its local
partners, including the Town

Becky Wydysh
Chairwoman

ment for the now-future
home of Amazon on
Lockport Road. The ap-
plication was thoroughly
vetted by numerous
agencies, including the
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers; the Office of
Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation;
and the New York state
departments of Environmental
Conservation, Agriculture and
Markets, and Transportation.
Following that rigorous process,
which included public hearings,
the site was designated a Build-
Now NY Shovel Ready Certified
Site in August of 2012.

This designation is important
because it allows communities
to do a lot of the legwork upfront
on a potential development site,
working through the necessary
regulatory process, and, when
complete, sends a message to
the development community that
the site is ready to go. That was
a major part of the pitch to the

developer working for Amazon.

The Amazon project represents
a $500 million investment in Ni-
agara County, with 300 construc-
tion jobs and 1,000 permanent
jobs with Amazon. Right now,
the vacant piece of land yields
about $24,000 in taxes. That
means, over 15 years, that prop-
erty would yield $360,000. Over
the next 15 years, the Amazon
project will yield $49 million in
payments to local governments.
Clearly, this will have a major
positive impact on our commu-
nity.

Projects like Amazon lead
many people to think the
NCCED is there to only help
large businesses, but that is not
accurate. For example, earlier
this year, the Niagara County
Center for Economic Develop-
ment launched the new Ni-
agara County Facade Program
(NCFP). The goal was to provide
matching grants up to $50,000
for eligible small businesses to
rejuvenate the exteriors of their
properties while helping bring
vibrancy to business districts in
communities across the county.

Despite challenges, agriculture among
most resilient state industries in pandemic

SUBMITTED BY THE OFFICE OF NEW YORK
STATE COMPTROLLER THOMAS DINAPOLI

Agriculture in New York state paid close to $1
billion in wages and produced roughly $3.3 billion
in gross domestic product in 2021, according to a
report by New York State Comptroller Thomas P.
DiNapoli. The sector has proved to be among the
most resilient during the COVID-19 pandemic,
losing just 1% of jobs in 2020 compared to the
statewide annual employment loss of 8.7%. Both
employment and wages in the farming sector
grew in 2021 to reach new highs of 23,868 em-
ployees and $970.2 million in wages.

“Agriculture supports jobs and communities
throughout New York,” DiNapoli said. “In addi-
tion to the growth in employment and wages in
the sector, local farms contributed to the food
security in their communities during the COVID
pandemic, as disrupted supply chains left shelves
empty in many places. Agriculture, particularly
the family farm, is vital to New York’s health and
economy. Many of our farms face significant chal-

to thrive.”

tural use.

economies.

lenges to their bottom line, making it important
for the state to ensure that this sector continues

According to the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, milk is the state’s largest agricultural com-
modity, ranking fifth nationally in sales. New York
is also among the top producers of many other
products, including other dairy products, apples,
maple syrup, wine and grapes, and roughly 9% of
the state’s agricultural receipts come from crops
grown for animal feed. According to the New
York State Department of Agriculture and Mar-
kets, there are over 33,000 farms in New York,
with nearly 23% of the total land area in agricul-

DiNapoli’s report noted much of the income
earned on farms recirculates back into the
farmer’s community. In addition to local taxes and
the wages paid for farm workers, this includes
supporting a variety of local businesses and
services, making farming an engine of their local

Back to school focus this year is on overcoming
learning gaps due to pandemic

SUBMITTED BY THE NEW
YORK STATE SCHOOL
BOARDS ASSOCIATION

As school districts in New York
begin the new school year, more
than three-quarters (77%) plan
on spending COVID-19 recovery
funding they received from the
federal government to address
the impact of the pandemic on
students, particularly learning
gaps due to interrupted instruc-
tion, according to an analysis
by the New York State School
Boards Association.

“School districts are still find-
ing their footing after two-and-
a-half years of the pandemic,”
NYSSBA Executive Director
Robert Schneider said. “The fed-
eral funding that schools have re-
ceived from the American Rescue
Plan and the Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emergency Relief
Plan, along with state foundation
aid funding, will go a long way to-
ward addressing many of the un-

intended consequences brought
on by school closures and remote
learning.”

Much of the focus of federal
ARP-ESSER funding will be on
low-income students, children
with disabilities, English lan-
guage learners and homeless
students. A little more than 72% of
districts plan on offering summer,
afterschool and other extended
learning and enrichment pro-
grams, while 72% plan to imple-
ment strategies to meet students’
social, emotional, mental health
and academic needs.

The 2022-23 school year is the
second of three years in which
school districts may spend their
federal funding. ARP allowed
them to spread their use of fed-
eral funding over three school
years, beginning in 2021-22 and
ending in the 2023-24 school
year. School districts in New York
must spend their funding on non-
recurring expenses in any of nine

broad areas outlined by state law-
makers. NYSSBA analyzed plans
submitted to the State Education
Department by 668 school dis-
tricts across the state.

Smaller percentages of school
districts also plan on using at
least part of their federal fund-
ing in 2022-23 on safely returning
students to in-person instruction
(45%), purchasing education tech-
nology (43%) and maximizing in-
person instructional time (32%).
About one in six districts (16%)
are using their additional funding
to support early childhood educa-
tion.

The New York State School
Boards Association represents
more than 670 school boards and
more than 5,200 school board
members in New York. NYSSBA
provides advocacy, training and
information to school boards in
support of their mission to gov-
ern the state’s public schools.

The legislature initially allo-
cated $3 million for the program
through the federal American
Rescue Plan Act. The thinking
behind the program was that,
in each community across the
county, there are many small,
local businesses that serve as
the commercial hub. These were
often the small businesses that
were hit particularly hard by the
pandemic, which had to close
when “big box” retailers stayed
open and had to use any resourc-
es available just to stay afloat.
This left them with little money
for capital upgrades. We believed
the NCFP could help fill that gap.

Well, the response was beyond
expectations. More than 200
businesses across the county
applied for funding. There were
so many great projects that the
legislature allocated another

OLp ForT NIAGARA
War of 1812 Encampment

Saturday, Sept 3rd 10am to
Sunday, Sept 4th 4pm, 2022
Learn about Fort Niagara’s
role in the War of 1812
LEARN MORE ON THE OFN WEBSITE
www.oldfortniagara.org

716-745-7611

$2.2 million, bringing our total
commitment to $5.2 million, so
we could fund as many as pos-
sible. Many of these projects got
underway this summer, and most
should be completed by the end
of the year.

The NCFP is just one example
of the great work done by our
team at the NCCED. The best
place to start learning about
what they have to offer is their
website, niagaracountybusiness.
com. This is a repository of a
tremendous amount of informa-
tion about incentive programs,
events, latest news and so on.

I also encourage any business
or budding entrepreneur to
reach out to the NCCED staff at
716-278-8750, as they are always
available to answer your ques-
tions, discuss your plans and
offer their advice and guidance.
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Village Diner

425 Main St., Youngstown * 716-745-9858

~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~
MON CLOSED *NEW HOURS *
TUE 6AM-2PM*- Spaghetti and Meatballs,
Chicken Parm, Eggplant Parm, Penne Parm
WED 6AM-2PM¥ - Chicken Salad on a
Croissant or Fish - Battered, Breaded, Baked
THURS 6AM-2PM* - Hot Roast Beef or Fish
FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches,
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder
SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eqgs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu
With a View of Niagara River

Check us out on FACEBOOK - Become a fan

Top Notch Removal

Rated Number ONE

storage units, warehouses.

We remove all unwanted junk
and debris from houses, garages,
sheds, yards, commercial buildings,

In Junk Removal

We also tear-down and remove °
unwanted decks, sheds, garages, pools,
hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.

No job is too big or too small

Call, Text, or Email for a FREE ESTIMATE
716-216-4602 - office « 716-374-5457 Lisa
topnotchremoval@gmail.com
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zorad | Real Estate Section -

B1427176 247 PRICE STREET
OPEN SATURDAY 8/27 FROM 11-1PM

([ Get “plugged in” to the‘
real estate market!

@)

Follow us
@ WNYPAPERS.COM )

Lockport $157,900
5BR, 1.5BA home. 1BR on 1st floor. 2nd fIr laundry.
Many updates include new service line ('22), furnace,
H20, windows, flooring & blown in insulation. Off street
parking & park like back yard. TEXT H051547 TO VIDEQS

oward Jennlfer Banker ot 715 308-2254

annam] LICRE § RSON
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“LOl‘l & Friends™

hosted by Lori Caso

LCTV Channel 1301
Aug 22nd - Sept 4th
Mon 3am, 10am, 3pm - Wed 4am, 4pm, 10pm
Thur 3am, 10pm « Fri 10:30am
Sat 3:30am, 5:30pm « Sun 11:30am, 10pm

\.

Guests: Meghan and Ben
Kidz and Kites

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from...

THE GRANITE SHOP
402-1046
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@ DISPATCH » PENNYSAVER Friendly Markets Ask for Toni
\ wnypapers.com 906 CENTER ST., LEWISTON 297-0181
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