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NU Esports president speaks about club
goals, history, importance to members
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Niagara University Esports members play titles inside “The Nest” in O’Shea Hall. (NU photos)

BY CAMERON MADIGAN
Niagara Falls High School/Niagara University
Esports Camp Participant
The Niagara Esports club at
Niagara University is one of the
most popular student organizations in the school. With over 50
members and counting, the club
has grown a great amount since
its introduction in fall of 2018.
What started as an idea from a
transfer student from RIT soon
became a place for casual and
competitive gamers alike to play
video games and come together
as a community.
Niagara Esports is a club that
plays casually and competitively
in a variety of video games. Its
competitive teams play games
such as League of Legends,
which is a strategy game; Overwatch, which is a shooter game;
Rocket League, which is a soccer
game where the players are cars;
and Super Smash Bros, a game
where players ﬁght to knock
other players off the stage. The
esports club has multiple teams,
with some just playing for fun
with friends, and others playing
in face-to-face competition in
large events.
Niagara Esports originally
started because of transfer student Bryce Molnar, who was surprised at the fact Niagara University didn’t seem to have an esports
club of its own. So, he went to
Bill Newton, the associate director of campus activities. Newton,
after having esports explained to
him, took Molnar’s concept to the
student government, which approved the club to start.
Originally, the club started with
around eight people, who would
go on to compete in an event in
Albany in the spring of 2019. Soon

after the event, the club worked
with university administration to
establish its own dedicated and
renovated space, now known as
“The Nest,” in O’Shea Hall.
Since the start of the program,
the club has continued to grow,
as more members joined. By
January of 2020, the club had
gained enough new members
to get an area speciﬁcally for PC
and console gaming in its space.
With the inﬂux of new members,
the club was split up into different teams, with some playing
against each other, and others
playing against other schools,
with the competitive teams having tryouts for people who wanted to join.
The esports club has gained attention from outside of the university’s campus, as well, with high
school students attracted to NU
because of the esports program.
“To me as president … it means
a lot,” said Alyssa Chorazak, the
current president of the esports
club. “It means, as a community, people want to come to our
school.”
Chorazak originally came to
Niagara University during the
year 2020. She had trouble meeting others because of COVID-19
guidelines that were in place.
However, because of the community of people in the esports club,
she was able to make friends and
meet new people.
This is true for most members
of the esports program.
Currently, Niagara Esports’
main goal is to get 100 students
to join the club, which is certainly
attainable at the rate it’s growing.
This is made possible from high
schoolers coming to Niagara University because of its esports pro-

gram.
“We want esports to be at the
forefront,” Newton said. “We want
esports to be what they see.”
All students need in order to
join the club is to pay club dues,
which are $10 to $20 per semester.
More information can be found
at www.niagara.edu/esports.
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