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spectacle to Lewiston skies

North American premiere of ‘Leonardo’ Aug. 20 at Artpark
Artpark & Company presents
the return of Plasticiens Volants
from Toulouse, France, for the
North American premiere of
“Leonardo.” The larger-than-life
show will celebrate one of the
greatest inventors of all time:
Leonardo da Vinci. Guests will
witness oversized, helium-ﬁlled,
hand-painted inﬂatables depicting Leonardo’s ideas, inventions
and visions ﬂoating weightlessly
above the audience and moving
through the skies as the sun sets
across the Niagara escarpment.
Plasticiens Volants’ Thierry
Collin said, “Leonardo wanted to
paint the wind. Plasticiens Volants
reinvent the master’s fantasies by
sculpting the air.”
This special performance will
be held at 8 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
20. General admission tickets are
$20, on sale now at the Artpark
Box Ofﬁce (450 S. Fourth St.,
Lewiston); and online at ticketmaster.com.
Plasticiens Volants returns to
Artpark after its U.S. premieres of
“Big Bang” in 2017 and “Pearl” in
2019.
A press release noted, “In the
brilliant mind of Leonardo da
Vinci, everything was connected
– anatomy, mechanics, drawings
of interlacing patterns, bird ﬂight
studies, and even the face of his
Mona Lisa. His mastery of a wide
range of disciplines reminds us of
the inﬁnite possibilities of human
understanding and that our minds
and imaginations are limitless.”
Plasticiens Volants is a 46-year-

eﬁt prior to this
performance in
the
Mainstage
Theater terrace.
The event will
include food by
Oliver’s,
open
bar,
auctions,
plus admission to
the “Leonardo”
per formance.
Proceeds beneﬁt
Artpark’s not-forproﬁt
mission
and arts programming. To purchase tickets or
for more information on this beneﬁt, visit https://
www.artpark.net/
events/ar tparkcarnival-2022-1.
Visitors note:
This performance
will be held in
Artpark’s lower
parking lot at the
South
Fourth
Street entrance,
Plasticiens Volants, “Leonardo” (Credit: Albi Jean Jacque Garnier) and the area will
old institution and a unique street be closed to trafﬁc. Patrons are
theater performer, featuring gi- directed to enter the park via the
ant, original hand-painted inﬂat- Portage Road entrance for parkable creations that have been ing in the upper lots. Upon parkseen in more than 23 countries by ing, guests can follow the brick
millions of people. The troupe has road inside the park down to main
performed at countless interna- lot. Shuttles will also be available.
tional festivals, and major events Guests may bring a chair or blansuch as the Olympic Games in Rio ket to be used in designated areas.
Visit artpark.net for a current
and Sochi.
Artpark is also hosting a re- calendar of events.
naissance carnival-style ben-

Zach Williams hopes to encourage others
Continued from Page 10

me to appreciate the things that I
have and not let a day go by. Just to
live in the moment, and to be available and to be present. Because
you never know when things could
all be gone. And that was kind of
my takeaway from that year.
“But I think there’s also this, you
know, people didn’t hear music for
some time. They didn’t get to go
out and do live shows. There’s an
excitement now, when we get to go
out and play these shows, that it’s
a little different than it was before.
Because we realize, like I said, it
could all be gone.
“But I do think people need that
message right now. I think everybody needs that message of hope.
And so, I’m just glad I get to play a
small part in all of it.”
Williams further deﬁnes that
message with new single “Heart of
God.”
“Well, I mean for me, like I said,
earlier, I’m always trying to write
from some past experiences,
or season of life that I’ve gone
through, or something that I feel
like people can relate to that they
know we all walk through the same
type of situations a lot of times,” he
said. “For that song, for me, I grew
up in church. I was a church kid.
Went to church every Sunday. Every Sunday, I went down to the
front. Every Sunday, I said the
prayer. And, you know, I realized
at 33 years old that that’s really all
I had ever done. And growing up
as a kid, I just remember having

this idea of God being this, like,
judge and jury, kind of sitting on a
throne, shaking his head at everything I did. But when I gave my life
to the Lord … when I had my own
children, I realized that he loves us
the way we love our own kids – and
wants us to have every chance and
every opportunity to come to know
him.
“And so, for me, it’s the opposite.
He’s not sitting up there shaking
his head, because, to go to the
cross, he chose to do that for all
of us. And that’s the idea behind
that song. No matter where you’ve
been, no matter what you’ve done,
what you’re going through in your
life, God loves you. When he sees
you, there’s only love in his heart.
“There’s no room for all that
other junk that we carry around
with us. He’s made us new. So,
that’s kind of the idea for that song.
My prayer was that people are going to hear that and realize, ‘Man,
I’m seeing this in a totally different way than God sees it. He sees
something different when he looks
at me.’ ”
Thanks to YouTube, it’s easier
than ever for musicians to share
their words in a visual manner. Williams and his team crafted a gripping video to showcase the “Heart
of God.”
“The idea with this video … it’s
following a couple of people that
are struggling with a major decision in their life,” he said. “This
guy goes out to the desert to basically end his life; and this girl, you

can tell she’s a runaway, and she’s
pregnant, and she’s not sure what
she’s gonna do. That was kind of
the idea.
“But that’s how God works: In
an instant, in a moment. He can
get your attention. And when you
realize how much he loves you,
things can change just in a second.
And so, that was kind of the idea,
like how do we create something
as a visual that makes these lyrics
mean even more than they are, or
you actually pay attention more to
the lyric when you’re watching it.
“I love getting to be a part of the
video; and kind of being the guy
that is in between the two rooms –
and all this stuff’s going on – and
here I am writing this song and
sending this lyric to this guy that
changes his life. And then this girl
meeting the receptionist at the
beginning of the video. It was just
kind of like this little act of kindness and people paying it forward.
“I’ve always loved stuff like that.
Videos are fun for me. I grew up
and went to college for a graphic
design degree, and I’ve always
loved the arts and things like that.
I just love the chance to create,
and try to put something visually
together that moves the lyric even
more.”
•Grammy Award-winner Zach
Williams will perform at the Erie
County Fair at 8 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 15. This performance is free
with gate admission. No grandstand
tickets are required for entry.

