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BROOKE NICHOLLS

GARTH BROOKS
Garth Brooks makes Buffalo crowd feel at home
Musical mega-star takes laid-back approach to live show
Article and photos by Thom Jennings
It’s 8:20 p.m. on a hot Saturday night in Orchard Park,
and at Highmark Stadium, Garth Brooks is getting ready to
make his entrance. As the drums rise up, they reveal Brooks
underneath them, looking like Hercules lifting them skyward.
It’s a grand entrance, and the fans respond with a loud roar.
It’s finally showtime.
A day earlier, Brooks met with the press. His appearance
was far more subdued: He simply appeared at the door to
the press room at Highmark Stadium with no fanfare and
began a conversation.
Brooks’ career peaked in the 1990s when classic rock and
hair metal bands became passe due to the rise of grunge.
Unlike a stereotypical rock star who seems larger than life,
Brooks built his career by building a personal relationship
with his fans. Instead of projecting an image that he was
above them, Brooks became one with his legion of fans. He
was more than a musician – he was a son, a husband and a
father – and at his core, he was just as much a music fan as
them.
The concert, like the press conference, is a study in contrasts. Here is one of the best-known and top-selling artists in
the history of recorded music in jeans and a baseball cap
fielding every question with enthusiasm and respect. The following night, he will be commanding the attention of an NFL
stadium filled with fans.
Brooks mentioned the press conference multiple times during his performance Saturday night. One of the questions he
was asked was “Why Buffalo?”
“At this age, you don’t pick a spot you haven’t enjoyed
yet; and we’re not here to see what’s going to happen,
we’re here because we know what does happen,” Brooks
answered.
It was clear he knew he was in Buffalo. Multiple band
members sported “Choose Love” shirts, and one of the
evening’s musical highlights was an over-the-top rendition
of “Shout” with Brook’s background singer, Robert Bailey. It
turns out that Bailey was part of the fictitious band from “Animal House,” Otis Day and the Knights, who sang “Shout” in
the film.

An estimated 40,000 people attended Kingdom Bound
at Darien Lake over the past few days. In between campouts, games and inspirational events, the mostly teenage
crowd was stirred up by some of the top names in Christian music.
How many of them looked up on the PAC stage and
wondered if, someday, they might be the one motivating
the masses?
Toronto’s Brooke Nicholls said, “I went there as a kid,
and I got to stand in these tents and up at these stages.
And just like, with my jaw dropped, I got to watch some of
the best in the business. And I remember as a young girl
being so impacted by those moments.”
On Tuesday, Nicholls got a chance to make a similar impact when she led morning praise in the worship tent. Later
that night, Nicholls headed to the performing arts center,
where she kicked off a concert night featuring Matthew
West and Casting Crowns.
“Here I am, all these years later, I’m one of the acts
– I get to play the main stage. I get to play the worship
tent. And it just almost feels like a pinch me moment, you
know?” Nicholls said in a phone interview. “I’m really
thankful, actually, for Kingdom Bound, and just how they
are. It’s been hard with COVID, but they’re still going for it.
“And I’m excited for this year. I love being able to represent Canada, first of all, and I love being able to represent
female artists, too. It just feels like a double gift.”
Kingdom Bound hadn’t been staged at Darien Lake since
2019. That year also was Nicholl’s first time on the other
side of the microphone.
“I was like a little kid on Christmas morning,” she said.
Read Joshua Maloni’s Q&A at www.wnypapers.com

MATTHEW WEST
Matthew West is not really an awards kind of guy –
ironic, in that he keeps getting asked to host the K-LOVE Fan
Awards show, alongside his buddy, Tauren Wells.
He’s happy to give accolades away to others, but not
quite sure what to do with his own – and he has more than
a few. West is a four-time ASCAP Christian Songwriter of
the Year awardee, recipient of an American Music Award
and Billboard Music Award, and a five-time Grammy Award
nominee. He also has plaques for RIAA-certified Platinum
and Gold singles.
“I will say, the other day I was writing with a friend who’s
got a few awards of his own – and some of his biggest
awards I found in the bathroom, which I thought was kind of
funny. And I thought, ‘Well, there’s an idea,’ ” West said in
a phone interview Friday. “I will say, I have – as I’m talking
to you – I actually have a selection of plaques that have been
given to me that are on the floor, and have not been hung
up; and I’m not sure if I should hang them up or not. Because
sometimes I like to stare at blank walls. Sometimes looking at
a plaque makes me feel too much pressure (laughs).
“I will say, the Grammy Awards, when you get nominated,
they give you this, like, medallion that’s like with a red neck.
It’s like a red string, and then this gold medallion. And when
my daughters were little, I couldn’t find those medallions.
And I went up to the room and found that they were doing
gymnastics, and pretending they were in the Olympics, with
my Grammy Award nomination metals.
“The West family will find a purpose for every one of
them.”
For West, making music is not about collecting trophies.
“I always tell the audiences, ‘Man, if you’ve let any of my
songs be part of your life, be part of your story, gosh, that’s
pretty amazing.’
“So, when I see a plaque, it’s really more of an indication
that, ‘OK, somebody out there heard that song and thought,
“That’s the message I needed to hear. That’s going to be my
anthem. That’s going to help me on my darkest days.” ’
Read Joshua Maloni’s Q&A at www.wnypapers.com

Read Thom Jennings’ full story at www.wnypapers.com
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WXRL RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS
Join your hosts: Joanie & Linda Lou
Sept. 14 - Seneca Alleg. Casino & Sprague’s
Maple Farm (turkey dinner)
Sept. 16-20 - Vermont/N. Hamp/Maine
Sept. 27-Oct 3 - Great Smoky Mts/Nashville
Oct. 12-14 - Trains & Trolleys of Pennsylvania
Oct. 19 - Seneca Alleg. Casino & Sprague’s
Maple Farm (turkey dinner)
Oct. 21 - Lucy Tour - Nat. Comedy Ctr/Museums/
Lunch - Jamestown
Nov. 7-9 - Amish-Landcaster, PA - “DAVID” & Christmas Show
(Bus pick-ups in N. Tonawanda & West Seneca)

★ RAMBLIN’ LOU FAMILY BAND ★
★“WNY’s First Family of Country Music”★
Featuring 3 Generations of Family Entertainment
It’s a Family Tradition!
August 9 - M&T Bank - (downtown) Buffalo 12-1pm
August 10-17 Erie County Fair - Hamburg, NY
Daily Show 6-7:15pm on the Ave. of Flags Stage Near Gate #2 - Appearing first 8 days of the Fair

Visit WXRL.com for more details
Listen to WXRL 24/7 on 1300AM/95.5FM &
Streaming LIVE @ WXRL.com
For a FREE brochure, call 716-681-1313 Mon-Fri 9am-4pm

H ELP WANTED
Busy editorial department covering Erie
and Niagara counties has an opening
for an outside freelance writer. Position
entails government reporting at town,
village and/or school board meetings,
other reporting assignments in our
coverage areas and the preparation
of news copy for our respective news
products and website. Candidate must
be dependable; have strong writing
skills; and the ability to work and meet
deadlines in a fast-paced environment.

Submit a cover letter,
resume, and writing samples to
HR@wnypapers.com
Niagara Frontier Publications
Grand Island, NY 14072

