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Village of Lewiston: $1.8M DPW
garage addition set to begin

Merrell Lane Aviation
Scholarship benefits
NFARS, naval industry

Village of Lewiston trustees join with Department of Public Works Superintendent Larry Wills and members of Nussbaumer & Clarke and Peak Construction Group to announce start of renovations at the DPW garage.

BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor
Trustees in the Village of Lewiston on Monday gathered at the
Department of Public Works to
break ground on a $1.8 million
expansion to the DPW headquarters.
Construction has commenced
on two additions along the south
and east sides of the DPW building on Seneca Street. The ﬁrst and
largest new unit, at approximately
3,800 square-feet, is projected to

run parallel with the existing garage. A second unit, pegged at
1,250 square-feet, will be added in
next to the existing building.
A third structure, at approximately 1,800 square-feet, will be
a standalone unit earmarked for
use by the Village of Lewiston
beautiﬁcation commission and
Lewiston Garden Club. It will be
situated closer to the road.
DPW Superintendent Larry
Wills said, “There were two main
reasons why I started to pursue

this about two years ago with
the mayor. The ﬁrst one was we
do have a lot of expensive equipment that the village taxpayers
have paid for over the years, and
we want to try to preserve them.
They sit outside all the time, because we have kind of a small
main garage. And so, it’s all about
taking our investment and making
it last longer. And we can do that
by keeping most of the equipment
inside now – as much as we can.”
SEE DPW, continued on Page 7

Warren’s Village Hardware to stay in the family
BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor
Good news for DIY-minded
River Region residents: Warren’s
Village Hardware is no longer for
sale.
In December, owner Bill Warren announced his family’s Portage Road property was available
for purchase. He cited a desire to
retire, and said, “It’ll be 11 years
in springtime that we’ve been
here. We built the business up to
where it belongs, we feel. It’s time
to let somebody else take it over –
take it to the next level.”
Bill had the perfect person in
mind – his daughter, Ashley – but
didn’t expect she would be interested.
On Monday, he explained, “As
we got towards the 11th hour
here, she realized that she might
lose something that we had, and
worked at making a success.”
Ashley said, “My boyfriend
(Rick Wesser) and I kind of took

Ashley Warren is shown in front of Warren’s Village Hardware at 185 Portage Road.

another look at it and said, ‘Well,
we have the knowledge; we have
the experience that people are
looking for; we’ve got great clients.’ … My parents built this
place up to a great spot. And we
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live in Lewiston. So, it just all
kind of made sense.
“It was kind of a no-brainer after a while. We almost lost it, and
realized that it was something
SEE WARREN, continued on Page 6

John A. Cooper Sr., chairman of NIMAC, with TSgt. Charles Meagher.

SUBMITTED BY
THE NIAGARA MILITARY
AFFAIRS COUNCIL
To honor one of its founders
and longtime chairman, the Niagara Military Affairs Council (NIMAC) established the Merrell
Lane Aviation Scholarship. At that
time, in 2015, the United States
Air Force was experiencing a pilot shortage and the scholarship
was NIMAC’s way of helping ﬁll
that gap in any way that we could.
The purpose of the annual
scholarship is to give enlisted
service members assigned to
the Niagara Falls Air Reserve
Station (NFARS), who are in pursuit of an aviation-related career,
an opportunity to enhance their
aviation skills and knowledge – to
enhance their ability to become a
pilot in the Air Force Reserve, if
they choose.
NIMAC has awarded its ﬁ fth
scholarship named in honor of
its former chairman, Merrell
Lane. This year’s recipient, TSgt.
Charles Meagher, is a boom operator. A “boomer” is responsible
for operating the equipment in
the KC-135 Stratotanker that connects to the “receiver” aircraft in
ﬂight for fuel transfer.
“I am ready to make the next
step into becoming a pilot. My life
riding in the backseat is coming
to an end, and I am ready to take
the controls,” Meagher said.
Each past enlisted service
member who has received the
scholarship has gone on in their
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respective careers in the Air
Force Reserve to obtain their pilots licenses, attend Ofﬁcer Training School, and/or further their
careers in aviation.
“Merrell, who was an enlisted
soldier himself, would be thrilled
to know a scholarship in his name
is has been instrumental in helping enlisted members to further
their careers in aviation,” said
John A. Cooper Sr., chairman of
NIMAC.
Scholarship committee chair,
retired Col. Kurt Hammer, said,
“Scholarships like this promote
incentives for individuals to build
successful aviation-related careers while also enhancing their
military careers. From aviators
to aircraft maintenance workers
with power plant certiﬁcates, the
skills gained in these ﬁelds are
valuable – not just in aviation, but
are transferable in many other industries, thus enhancing an individual’s growth and marketability,
and creating a positive impact on
the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station.”
Cooper added, “The Merrell
Lane Memorial Scholarship reﬂects the NIMAC mission to support the growth and prosperity of
the NFARS and its personnel, creating a positive economic impact
on the Western New York community. Working together with
our members, strategic business
partners and our community, we
can continue to build and be the
foundation of future missions.”
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